
A Word from the Interim Youth Pastor... 
    Welcome 2021! Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful and safe New 
Year. These are exciting times! We welcome Pastor Landon Williams and his family 
to FBC. God has great things planned for the future of our church. Let us lean into the 
great things God has for us to do and watch how He works. 
    In the New Year I like to remind myself of Lamentations 3:22-23 which says, “Be-
cause of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassion never fails. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
It's nice to start a new year remembering that God’s com-
passion never fails and His faithfulness to us all is great!
     This is going to be a year that our students Love God, 
serve others, and tell the world about Christ. For the month 
of January, due to the rise of COVID in the area the leader-
ship of the church has decided to cancel all Wednesday 
night activities on church campus, but the students will 
look for ways to safely meet off-campus as well as online 
formats to continue growing in Christ together and fellow-
ship. 
   Expecting Great Things, 

Dustin Biggers
 

     I am so very grateful for Bridget Hilliard's leader-
ship, creativity, and vision for The Gifts of Christmas 
this year.  Bridget created the children's program 
and worked countless hours to make it a huge 
success, despite the numerous challenges of the 
pandemic.  I am grateful for her commitment to the 
children and families of FBC Cornelia. 

 - Mrs. Carrie 

     We will not meet for M&Ms on Wednesday 
nights due to being in "virtual' school for much of 
January.  Be sure to sign up for Remind messages 
for all of the latest information and updates in Wild 
Kingdom Children's ministry. 
Text @fbcchild to the number 81010.  

     Although we will not have Sunday School in January, we will have children's 
church during the Worship service. 

Here are our Bible verses for this month: 

“Everyone who heard him was amazed.”  Luke 2:47, NIV

“Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can also be trusted 
with something very large.” Luke 16:10A, NIRV

Notes:

Randy LeBlanc, Minister of Worship & Music/Interim Administrator, 
Refl ects On a Month of Music and Missions at FBC:
   
     The sounds of Christmas were heard throughout First Baptist again this 
year despite the pandemic. Our traditional Hanging of the Green service 
began the observance of Advent. Though limited in number our choir 
ensemble and chamber orchestra presented The Joy of Christmas, a con-
cert filled with beautiful choral and instrumental music. The next Sunday 
saw our children’s ministry present          
The Gifts of Christmas, a delightful 
time of worship directed by Bridget 
Hilliard, aided by a crew of helpers. 
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser-
vice was an intimate time together as a 
church family. We look forward to next 
year, adding our voices singing “Silent 
Night” as we light the candles. 

     

Through the church’s gracious 
giving, Christmas gift cards were 
presented to the Cornelia police 
and fire departments in December. 
In addition, Ingle’s gift cards were 
given to the entire staff of Cornelia 
Elementary. FBC values each of 
these groups as they serve our com-
munity. 

MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL STATEMENT
November, 2020

Receipts: .................. $56,280.28 YTD: ....$404,244.49
Expenses: ................ $48,839.87 YTD: ....$414,458.82
Net: ............................$7,440.41 YTD: .....($10,214.33)
Average SS A� endance: 70
Average Worship A� endance: 82

UNIFIED MISSION FUND
November, 2020

Beginning Balance: ..$21,148.66 YTD: .......$8,972.35
Receipts: .................... $5,547.00 YTD: ......$49,406.35
Investments: ............($1,352.00) YTD: .....($33,035.04)
Ending Balance: .......$25,343.66 YTD: ......$25,343.66

BENEVOLENCE FUND: November, 2020

There were no benevolence clients in November.         

Special Gi� s: November, 2020
    Memorials

Ministry Budget - Jean Barnes 
Operation Christmas Child - Jodie Burton 
Unified Missions - Betty White, Barbara Roberts

  Williams continued from page 1:
      "We came back and began this journey of realizing that God wanted us to be 
open to the possibility of Him redirecting our ministry," said Landon.  
      "What began as sort of an exploration, God began to put these pieces 
together. We could certainly see how the church's journey and our journey is 
coming together," he said. 
      Confluence is the word that comes to mind when describing the journey of 
this missionary/pastor and this church. 
      Consider: 
    Landon is familiar with the area, having lived in the parsonage of Baldwin 
Baptist when he was very young, while his father pastored the church. Both 
Landon and Megan are PK's, or preacher's kids.  
    Landon has served as a Senior Pastor. After returning from a two-year 
mission in Brazil, he was approached by a church to speak about the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering for international missions. There, a man asked 
Landon if he could give his name to a local church in need of a pastor. He 
went on to lead Hillview Baptist Church in Graniteville, SC, for six years. The 
church grew from 35 people on Sunday to 125 when they left. "And it keeps 
growing," said Landon.  He won't take credit for the church's growth. "I would 
say it was because of God's grace." Adding: "Faith is contagious. Where people 
have faith, hope and love these are eternal. We loved them unconditionally. I 
think that spirit of love is what draws people in. I think that is what God used 
and it became contagious."
  FBC has always had a heart for missions and a strong history of support-
ing missions and missionaries around the world. Now the church has called a 
pastor who speaks three languages and served on the mission field in Brazil and 
Chile. 
  And finally, Landon's longtime mentor is a pastor at a dually-aligned 
Baptist church (supporting both the Southern Baptist Convention and the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship. FBC is a dually-aligned church). 
     "He and I share a lot in common" said Landon. "God has prepared us to be a 
part of a church like this." 
      While each church has its unique culture, Landon stresses, "We are First 
Baptist Cornelia. That is the most important identity." 
      "You will hear a lot from me about unity and love. That is my number one 
order of business. Through that we can share the Gospel in our community. The 
transforming power of the Gospel is still needed."  

Cover portrait by Randy LeBlanc

Dustin and Chelsea Biggers hosted FBC Youth 
in a sit-down meal and Christmas party, Dec. 16. 

   Dear Church Family,
Sandra and I want to express our appre-
ciation for your warm expressions of love 
and appreciation in the worship service 
on Sunday, December 27. The flowers 
were beautiful and the box was beauti-
fully wrapped.  I was blessed by Sally’s 
words.  In our time with you we learned 
of your love and generosity. Please be 
aware of our love and prayers for you as 
you call a new pastor and embark on a 
new chapter of mission and ministry in 
Cornelia.  
May God bless you in the future.
Jimmy and Sandra Lewis

 
Dear Church Family & Friends, 

Please accept our sincere love and 
appreciation for your many prayers 
and acts of love, kindness and 
caring, including the many cards, 
phone calls and visits before and 
after Beth's passing. 

May God richly bless each of you, 

Marvin Maney and family 

Carrie Trotter, left, and Bridget 
Hilliard, right, are pictured after 
the children's program, 
The Gifts of Christmas, Dec. 13. 
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   3rd
USHERS 
Phil McClain
Rick Barron
Wade Hasty
Dalton Sirmans
Bill Tanneberger 
Dennis Tedder
Ed Vaughn

    10th
USHERS
Grant Bentley
Bill Chandler
Steve Doran 
Chester Skelton 
Larry Whi� ield

 

 

  17th
USHERS  
Jarvis McFarlin
Herman Benfi eld
Donald Crowe
Wes Dodd
Jack Irvin
Drew Irvin

 

 24th
USHERS
Jason Hughes
Jack McMullan
Richard McMullan
Mark Reed
Caleb Souther
Jimbo Stapleton

JANUARY SERVICE REMINDERS
  31th 

USHERS  
David Bray
Ben Brooks
Wayne
Worsham
Michael Parker

Good Tidings

                                                                       
     Amy McCurdy, right, prin-
cipal of Cornelia Elementary, 
presents teacher Laura Cash, 
left, with a Christmas gift card 
to Ingles provided by FBC Cor-
nelia on December 15. The entire 
school staff received the gifts 
from the church. FBC is a com-
munity partner with Cornelia 
Elementary.    
    Ms. Cash later called the 
church to say, "It was very much 
appreciated and a very nice 
surprise." 
  Thanks to Kathy Crowe for   
coordinating this effort. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

No Sunday School
10:15 AM - First Sunday Breakfast
Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM -Worship 
Call Sunday - the Rev. Landon Williams 
preaching

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5
8:00 AM - Tuesday Crew   
Election Day Voting/Banquet Room

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6
No Activities

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
Please note: No Sunday School in January 
due to rising local COVID numbers. 
11:00 AM - Worship
4:00 PM - Deacon's Mee� ng/
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
8:00 AM - Tuesday Crew   

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 
10:00 AM - Bible Study with 
Landon Williams/Fellowship Hall           

 No Children & Youth activities 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
11:00 AM - Worship

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
8:00 AM - Tuesday Crew'

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20
10:00 AM - Bible Study with 
Landon Williams/Fellowship Hall
No Children & Youth activities

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
11:00 AM - Worship  
*Teams & Commi� ees Annual Mee� ng/
POSTPONED un� l February
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
8:00 AM - Tuesday Crew

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
10:00 AM - Bible Study with Landon 
Williams/Fellowship Hall
No Children & Youth activities

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
11:00 AM - Worship

DEAC⎈N OF THE WEEK 

LARRY WHITFIELD  -   JAN. 3

BEN BROOKS  -  JAN. 10

JAMES BURRELL   -  JAN. 17 

BILL CHANDLER    -    JAN. 24
 
DONALD CROWE -  JAN. 31 

Megan and Landon Williams enjoyed meeting 
those who attended the Q&A sessions on Jan. 3.

FBC Cornelia Calls the Rev. Landon Williams as Senior Pastor
      In a unanimous yes vote, 
First Baptist Church Cornelia 
called the Rev. Landon Williams 
as Senior Pastor on Sunday, 
January 3, 2021. 
     Albert Einstein said, "In the 
midst of every crisis, lies great 
opportunity." And it seems God 
has used a global pandemic to 
bring FBC a new pastor.   
         In June 2020 the Inter-
national Mission Board (IMB) 
brought the Williams family 
back to the States for rest and 
recuperation after a rough winter 
and spring on the mission field 
in Chile. Political and social un-
rest and the resulting lock downs 
had kept Landon, wife Megan, 
and their two boys cooped up 

on the 19th floor of a Santiago high 
rise for weeks at the end of 2019.      
      Life was just returning to nor-
mal for the Williams family with 
work and school resuming when 
the pandemic hit. More severe lock 

downs followed with the government only allowing individuals to leave their 
homes with a permission slip during their allotted time. Children were not al-
lowed permission slips. The Williams boys, Emory and Penn, then aged 5 and 3, 
were only allowed to play in an outdoor space adjacent to the apartment com-
plex; the boys only left the complex about six times in three months. 
     On top of all that, Landon got sick with non-COVID related pneumonia and 
couldn't get well. The family had been in Chile for a year and a half, learning 
the language and culture, trying to get their work among the upper middle class 
of Santiago off the ground. But the work "kept getting stalled out," said Landon. 
     After three months of illness and lock 
downs, the IMB intervened to bring them 
home. Many IMB missionaries came back 
to the States in 2020 under similar circum-
stances. 
     God was faithful to the Williams fam-
ily, providing a mission house in South 
Carolina in which to live; about one hour's 
distance from both Landon's family in 
Augusta, GA, and Megan's family in An-
derson, SC. From there, they began to seek 
God's face for direction. 

 See Williams on page 2...

The Rev. Landon Williams begins his 
ministry at FBC Cornelia as the 36th 
pastor of the church. 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your kind ex-
pressions of sympathy following 
my Grandmother's illness and 
death. Every prayer was felt 
and every card was appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Bridget Hilliard and family 

Please note: Due to local schools moving to online learning for a few weeks, 
church leadership has made the decision to shift in-person Wednesday 
night activities for children and youth to online platforms for the remain-
der of January. Carrie and Dustin will communicate with their families 
and students through social media, Remind, text and e-mail. 


