Steeple Repairs Complete
Work Should Last 50 More Years
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Work crews have been
busy around the church doing
necessary repairs of late. The
most visible work was outside
on the steeple.
“We had been told the
steeple was deteriora�ng,
crumbling. However, we had
Steeplejacks of America out of
Ohio to come down and spend
a week, refurbishing the steeple,” said Wade Hasty of the
Building and Grounds Committee. “The steeple is in much
be�er shape than we thought
it was going to be. We thought
we were going to have to
replace it, but we were able
to refurbish it at one-third the
cost of replacement.”
The repairs cost $37,500 and
were paid for by a generous dona�on. Steeplejacks
inspected the inner and outer shell of the steeple
and applied new caulking, replaced nails - where
vibra�ons has caused them to come out- pressure
washed and painted the lower parts of the steeple.
Holes in the cross were plugged and water damage
in the bell housing (base) was repaired. There are
only three companies in the country that do this type of work, according to
Wade. Steeplejacks had the best bid. “It should last another 50 years at least,”
said Wade. The steeple is 30 feet tall, coated in copper; the cross is 7 feet tall,
made of steel coated bronze.
Inside the church, work is
complete in the kitchen on the
new stainless steel vent hood
over the cook top. The old hood
was not up to ﬁre code and a
poten�al hazard. Work con�nues
throughout the whole church on
the new ﬁre alarm and monitoring system by ACG Solu�ons. “We
had been out of compliance for
years for ﬁre codes,” said Wade.
The next maintenance project is the repair of the sidewalk
outside the fellowship hall. Please
avoid the cones where earth has
washed out from underneath the
sidewalk. “We hope this work
will be accomplished in the near
future,” said Wade.

As I write this, I am quarantined in my house in a time in history
that will be remembered for generations to come. It can be overwhelming,
scary, and frustrating - however I know that God is in control. This month,
our preschoolers will be reminded that “Jesus is ALIVE!” through each new
bloom of Spring. Our elementary theme for April is UPSIDE DOWN: JESUS
CHANGES EVERYTHING. We may feel like this virus has changed everything, and in many ways it has, but there is one thing that the virus has not
changed - and that is GOD IS IN CONTROL and JESUS IS ALIVE and that is
what really changes everything!
As we walk through this challenging time together, please let me know
how I can serve you and your family.
Love & Prayers,
Carrie

A Word from the Interim Youth Pastor...

I don’t know about you, but I am ready to say goodbye to Winter
and hello to Spring. As I think about Spring the ﬁrst thing that comes to
my mind is new life. The trees begin to come alive, ﬂowers begin to grow,
and the grass becomes green. New life is a great thing to experience.
As I think about the new life that Spring brings to our world. I also can’t
help to think about the new life that Jesus brings.
The Bible says, “Therefore, we have been buried with Him through
baptism in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans
6:4). As we celebrate the death and resurrec�on of Jesus this Easter also
remember that you have been given new life in Christ Jesus. Let’s live our
new lives for the glory of Christ! My family and I hope you have a blessed
Easter.
I am beginning to do live videos on Facebook of our Sunday Connec�on Point services and our Wednesday night services. The following
links are the places that you will be able to view the services in the event
that our students cannot make it to a service or services are cancelled.

Connec�on Point

h�ps://www.facebook.com/connec�onpointcornelia/

Wednesday Nights Youth Ministry

h�ps://www.facebook.com/groups/56737609769/
Expec�ng Great Things,
Dus�n Biggers
The Children’s Committee has made the decision to move Easter Jam to an online event
April 11. Visit the Wild Kingdom Children’s
Facebook page to participate. A drive-thru
Easter Egg Hunt will be held at the church on
Saturday, April 11 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. More
details about the egg hunt will be sent via
Facebook and Remind. To sign up for the Wild Kingdom Children’s Ministry
Remind, send a text to 81010 and text @fbccchild in the message ﬁeld.

MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL STATEMENT

February, 2020
Receipts: .................. $34,014.50
YTD: ......$59,840.96
Expenses: ................. $37,445.61
YTD: ......$80,074.50
Net: ........................... ($3,431.11) YTD: .....($20,233.54)
Avg. SS Attendance: 81 Avg. Worship Attendance: 122

UNIFIED MISSION FUND

February, 2020
Beginning Balance: .... $9,831.49
YTD: .......$8,972.35
Receipts: .................... $4,162.00
YTD: .......$7,824.00
Investments: .............($3,090.08) YTD: ......($5,892.94)
Ending Balance: ....... $10,903.41
YTD: ......$10,903.41

BENEVOLENCE FUND: February, 2020
Shared: .......... $1,432.49

Clients: .............15

Pastor Search Update: The slate of candidates nominated for the

Pastor Search Commi�ee was approved by a majority at the Called Church
Conference, March 8. Brad Tro�er was selected Chair; Kathy Crowe, Vice
Chair; Leigh Thomas, Secretary.

The Calendar looks different this month...

At press time, all church activities are suspended under the advice of
Governor Brian Kemp who has banned large gatherings of more than
10 people. This order is in effect until April 6. When this order is lifted,
and we can resume a normal schedule, we will notify you via e-mail,
text, Facebook and website. At this time, the church office will remain
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Thursday. During this time, the
walking track remains open and the sanctuary is open for prayer. On
a pretty day, visit the church’s prayer garden. These options could
change if the Governor issues a “shelter-in-place” order which would
further limit our movements. We will keep you posted.
We are praying for you.
- Church Staff

Dear Friends,
Our recent “Orlando Ordeal” has become a testimony of God’s faithfulness
shining bright through his people at First Baptist. Thank you, Donna, for
sending the information out to our church family so that prayers could begin
immediately. When we felt incapable of praying for ourselves, our church
family began praying us through. We experienced God’s answers to your
prayers at every turn - in the kind faces of doctors, nurses and strangers; in
the surgery accommodations for Donald that became available in the hospital’s Perry Pavilion; and one last available motel room for weary travelers
on a long two-day ride home. You have showered us with cards, prepared
delicious food for us, spoken words of encouragement and continued prayers
for complete healing. You have loved us well and we are grateful beyond
measure.
Love you all,
Kathy & Donald Crowe

June Nicaragua Mission Trip Postponed
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James reminds us to “consider it pure joy my brothers and sisters, whenever you face
trials of many kinds...”(1:2 NIV), but the latest developments in our world have made
that a challenging proposi�on. The US State Department has issued a world wide “level
4” “Do Not Travel” warning for all interna�onal travel for an unknown dura�on. In light
of this, Missionary Ventures is now advising teams to postpone any interna�onal travel
for the next few months.
A�er discussions with our in-country missionary Brenda Rose and much prayer, we have
made the diﬃcult decision to cancel the plans for our mission trip to Nicaragua on May 30.
As of now:
1. The 2020 (big team) trip is cancelled
2. The yard sale planned for April will be postponed (rescheduled date TBA)
3. We will begin (now) planning to reschedule our team for early June 2021
4. IF/WHEN the situa�on improves, AND there are some who would be willing/able to
go, AND we could make appropriate arrangements, we would consider a�emp�ng to
take a (smaller) team later this year (fall?) - But that would NOT change plans to take our
big team next summer.
We have all been feeling various emo�ons in the past few days: anger, frustra�on and
mostly just sadness. We had been so excited to see how God had been moving to build
such a wonderful team (the biggest in several years!). We were going to be able to provide
much needed dental care. We were par�cularly excited about the new partnership with
FBC Gainesville, FL. Cancelling this would make two of the last three year’s trips cancelled!
How could God allow all that to fall apart? But eventually God has directed our thoughts
to three verses. The ﬁrst was the James verse above. The second was Isaiah 55:8-9 - “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts.”(ESV). The third verse was Philippians 1:6 - “And I am
sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day
of Jesus Christ.” (ESV) It made us realize how selﬁsh our emo�ons can be and that we
serve a sovereign God who is NOT surprised by any of this! He is in control! Our job is to
serve Him and seek to bring glory to Him in all we say and all we do!
We will con�nue to accept yard sale items. We will also con�nue to accept items to take
with us when we do get to go in the collec�on box in the mail/copy room. The list of
needed items is posted on the box.
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Nicaragua as they too face the prospect
of this virus, with a much more limited health care system than ours.
With Joy in Him! The Nicaragua Mission team
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Dear FBC Family,
We pray this Good Tidings ﬁnds you
healthy and well. As a society and as a
church we ﬁnd ourselves in an unprecedented �me. The threat of coronavirus, or
COVID-19, has limited our public gatherings
and movements.
However, we s�ll seek to be the body
of Christ in our community. While maintaining a social distance, reach out to those
around you by call, text or e-mail. Contact
members of your Sunday school class to
check on them.
The greatest sign of hope for the
believer is the Resurrec�on, which we will
celebrate, albeit diﬀerently this year. As
we seek to follow guidelines from Governor Brian Kemp’s oﬃce, we have modiﬁed
our Holy Week ac�vi�es. As our na�on’s response to COVID-19 may change in the
coming days and weeks, we will keep you updated about any changes in our church
ac�vi�es and opera�ons.
What’s Happening Now:
• Un�l further no�ce, all Sunday morning services and Wednesday night
Bible studies have moved online to our Facebook page – www.facebook.
com/First.Bap�st.Church.Cornelia. For those of you not on Facebook, try
watching our posts on vimeo.com/�ccornelia. The online Maundy Thursday
service, April 9, will be par�cularly meaningful as we partake of the Lord’s
Supper with the elements we have on hand in our homes.
•

The Decora�ons and Floral Ministry Team has made the decision to not decorate the Living Cross this year on Easter Sunday. Easter lilies and hydrangeas will
be placed at the base of the cross, according to coordinator Janis Stapleton.

•

Giving: We recognize that for some of you, the present situa�on will not
aﬀect your current income. Others will be seriously aﬀected ﬁnancially. The
Apostle Paul instructed in 2 Corinthians 9:7 to “give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” The work of the church con�nues. Consider dropping your
�thes and oﬀerings by the church oﬃce or mailing it in. You may give online
through the church website, www.�ccornelia.org, scroll down to the green
“Online Giving” bu�on and log in or create a proﬁle. It’s simple and secure.

Finally, let’s remember to pray over the current situa�on. Psalm 31:15
reminds us that our �mes are in the hands of the Almighty God. Jesus, our example, told his disciples in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.”
- Church Staﬀ

