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Walking with Jesus
with

April 1st

Easter Celebration

Pastor Eric Spivey

This month, we welcome Randy LeBlanc as our
new Minster of Worship and Music. Randy will
begin leading worship on Easter Sunday, April 1.
There are many reasons to celebrate on Easter and
now we have one more: Randy and his wife, Cele,
serving among us! Randy is an answer to many
of our prayers. Not only does he have the music
and worship experience to lead us, he also has the
ministry gifts to serve our whole congregation. I
really have a hard time containing my excitement
and anticipation for his arrival.
As he arrives, I also find myself with tremendous
gratitude for Mrs. Sally Higgins. Sally and her
husband, Don, have been members of our church,
choir members, and supporters of our worship,
music and the arts ministries for many years.
During her tenure as Minister of Music Interim,
we have seen her skills grow, her dedication drive
her, and her passion for God, our church, and our
music ministry inspire us.
Personally, I have greatly enjoyed working with
Sally on a weekly basis in our Tuesday worship
planning meetings and on the platform on Sundays.
She seems to think I can sing better than I imagine.
I think her music brought it out of me!
My favorite memory of Sally’s ministry among us
will be our Christmas Cantata 2017. We canceled
our original Sunday service for the cantata because
of an unusual early December snow. When we
gathered the next Tuesday, we all wondered if we
could pull the cantata off the next Sunday. Would
we have enough in the choir? Would people still
come to hear it? We fretted and worried, but then
stated – “when this cantata comes off – it will be
because God’s Spirit moved among us.”
Then, on Sunday, December 17 – God moved.
The choir excelled and music filled our beautiful
Continued on page 5

		
Sunrise Worship Service
			

7:00 a.m. at Tower Mountain

			 FBC Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
		
Celebration Service
			
In the FBC Sanctuary at 10:55 a.m.
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After Worship in Fellowship Hall

For Guests Interested in Joining and New Members
•
•
•
•
•

Enjoy a Great Meal with new Friends
Hear the Living by Faith Story
Meet FBC Staff
Get a Tour of the FBC Facilities
Learn what it means and how to be a part of FBC

Childcare Available

VBS Planning Meeting
/
Get AMPED
ABOUT SUMMER WITH US!

Sunday, April 15
following the worship service.
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A GAPE M i s s i o n s :

Scripture: “He is not here, He has risen!” Luke 24:6

Habersham
Baptist Association

dvancing

God’s Kingdom

FBC

Men’s Ministry

Sunday, April 8th at 8 a.m.
This beautiful part of the state of Georgia was at one time
home of the American Indian. What is now Habersham
County was then settled by new American settlers.
They brought with them their religious beliefs, among them
were the Baptist. Because there was not an established
“Baptist Church”, Baptists were scattered and slow to join
together. Baptists fell into two very distinct categories: Missionary and those opposed to joining together to fulfill the
Great Commission. Cornelia Baptist from the beginning was
Missionary and remains true to that today!
In 1921 sixteen Baptist churches, including Cornelia Baptist
joined together to form Habersham Baptist Association.
Because of the limited sources of information the Annual
Meeting was well attended because representatives of the
now Georgia Baptist Mission Board and the Southern Baptist Convention, which included the present North American and International Mission Boards would come and tell
about their work. When a church becomes a member of the
Association they join together for fellowship and mission.
One mission that is new: In 2016 the North American Mission Board launched Send Relief which encompasses Disaster Relief, assisting Immigrants and Refugees, serving
children through foster care and adoption, and aiding human-trafficking victims.
At one time the World Mission Conference was a highlight
as churches joined together to learn about missions in
Georgia, the nation and around the world. The churches in
Habersham continue to work together in various ways to
share the Good News here and around the world.
When you give to the United Missions Offering you help to
support all these avenues of service as well as others listed
in the Missions Brochure. Your Missions Council continues
to study and update the best use of your mission tithes and
offerings.
					Helen Bryson

JOIN US in Fellowship Hall for a hearty breakfast with our
guest speaker, Rev. Billy Joe Jenkins, Pastor of the Greater
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church. And as always, be sure
to invite your spouse or a friend(s)!

ANNUAL

VICTORY HOME

HOUSEHOLD SHOWER
Collection containers for your
donations will be available
in the church office

Wednesday, April 11 – May 2
(Do not leave items in the hall)

Paper Products: Paper towels, Bathroom tissue,
Paper napkins and plates
Laundry Products: Washing detergents (regular,
not HE), dish washing liquid and
dishwasher detergent
Pantry Items: Large cans of vegetables and fruits
Personal Hygiene: Men’s Deo, shaving products, soap,
tooth brushes & paste, wash cloths
& towels.

Thank you for your support of Victory Home a
resident Christian Ministry for men suffering from
alcohol or drug addiction.

Monday, April 23, 2018

Fellowship Hall
Fellowship & Card Signing: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: 11:20 a.m.
Debbie Wohler Reasoner
Resort Missionary, Tahoe City, California
Among the many talents and gifts Debbie has is “Story
Telling!” Expect to have a fun filled time together and
Debbie shares some of her adventure serving at Ski
Resorts and serving in various activities involving
children.

A
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Growing Disciples

A WORD from Pastor John:
Springtime is a time for new beginnings! Hopefully, we will
have some warmer weather this month! And this month
starts off with our wonderful Easter celebration and the
arrival of our newest staff member, Randy LeBlanc and
his wife Cele! With Randy’s arrival, I am reminded of how
much music can impact our spiritual growth and how it
helps us grow in our walk with the Lord. As I have shared
with you all many times, music has always been a big part
of my life, and it has especially been a part of my spiritual
development. Here are some thoughts I ran across as I
was thinking about the impact of music on our spiritual
development by Cary Schmidt who serves at the pastor
of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Newington, Connecticut.
“Music, at its core, influences our spiritual lives and our
relationship with God—either drawing us closer to the
Lord, or quenching the Holy Spirit. God always desires
our lives to be filled with and controlled by the power of
His Holy Spirit:
Ephesians 5:18-19, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein
is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”
The Christian life should be a quest for purity! It should
be a Spirit-filled journey. But being Spirit-filled leaves no
room for carnal choices or carnal influences. Your musical
listening habits always have a direct correlation to your
spiritual condition and direction in life.
May we listen to music that helps us lead Spirit-filled,
Spirit-led, God-centered, God-glorifying lives. You really
are what you listen to.”
We welcome Randy and Cele to our church family, and
I know Randy’s ministry will help all of grow in our walk
with the Lord! Music, worship, Bible study, mission
activities…they are ALL a part of discipleship.

Youth

will also be a part of
YOUTH SUNDAY on
APRIL 29. Following worship, we will go out to eat together, go bowling in Clarkesville, and return here to the
church for pick up by 3:00 p.m. You will need money for
lunch. SIGN UP with Pastor John during the month of
April. Friends are always welcomed and must attend
Sunday School and worship on this Sunday in order to
participate in SUNDAY FUNDAY after church! It’s going
to be a great way to end the month of April!

Funday Sunday!
Sunday!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN APRIL
• April 4 – NO ACTIVITIES DUE TO SPRING BREAK
• April 11 – Guest Speaker Casey Minish from VICTORY
HOME in Tallulah Falls, GA. Casey is Operations Manager
for Victory Home, which is a men’s rehabilitation facility
here in our area. Casey will be bringing some of the men
from Victory Home to share with our youth about the
dangers of drugs and alcohol and also how God has helped
them overcome addiction issues in their lives. Plan to invite
a friend to join you on this evening!
• April 18 – Bible study and activities in the gym with guest
speaker Kelly Woodall.

Kelly Woodall grew up in Commerce, GA and majored in Industrial
Distribution and Industrial Engineering Technology at Southern Polytechnic State University.
Kelly accepted Christ at age 23 and left the corporate world to serve at
Eagle Ranch where he mentored and counseled troubled teenage boys.
He spent the next 8 years as the College Pastor at Grove Level Baptist
Church and then as the campus minister at Emmanuel College. Kelly’s
passion for students led him to continue working in education at Piedmont College and now as the Dean of Enrollment Management at Tallulah Falls School.
Kelly teaches team building and leadership courses throughout the year
and often speaks at churches and camps throughout the southeast.
He has been married to his wife Melissa for 20 years and they have two
sons- Grey and Levi.

• April 25 – Bible study and activities in the gym. We will also
spend time on this evening preparing for Youth Sunday on
April 29.
SUNDAY, APRIL 29th is

Youth

Sunday

Our youth will be helping to lead in our worship service, and
we will have the HABERSHAM SINGERS in worship. We will
also hear the testimony of SARAH HARRISON, a teacher at
Habersham Christian Learning Center. Here is a little bit of
background on Sarah:

“I grew up in a town called King of Prussia, just outside of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. During college at Eastern University, I met my husband,
Mitchell Harrison, at a missions internship in
Philly. In 2016 I moved to Habersham, and in
2017, I began teaching at HCLC. My husband
and I have a dog named Kuechly (after the
Carolina Panthers linebacker), but don’t
let that fool you, my Super Bowl Champion
Eagles will always come first in my heart!”
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Children’s Ministry

growing kingdom kids Wild about God!

character
of God.

In April our Elementary children
will continue to learn about
Patience. God is patient. Why?
Well, because God is in control
and He knows how the story
ends. Because of Jesus’ sacrifice,
we know how the story ends,
too. Because of Jesus, WE CAN
WAIT. We can trust that God is in control. We can have
hope that things will work out in the end. And we can be
patient because we know all that God has done.

Elementary

Patience is a reflection of the character of God. Kids will
discover that when they think they can’t wait, they should
think twice. And while we are discovering what God has to
tell us about patience we will be memorizing Psalm 27:14,
“Wait for the Lord. Be strong and don’t lose hope. Wait
for the Lord!” Thankfully we don’t have to wait in our own
power, our hope is in God. He will give us the strength to
remember, IT IS WORTH THE WAIT!

Preschool

This month we have the awesome
privilege of telling preschoolers that
Jesus is God’s Son, He is alive, and
He wants to be their friend forever.
It truly is BIG NEWS! We get to tell
the amazing story of Easter to so
many for the very first time. Imagine preschoolers running
around telling the BIG NEWS that Jesus is alive—now THAT
would be an awesome Easter.
After Easter, we get to share with our preschoolers how the
BIG NEWS that Jesus is alive spread throughout the land.
We will hear the stories of how the early church began,
how men traveled far to tell the news, and how people
were changed because of the big news. Finally, we will
remind preschoolers (and ourselves) that telling
others the BIG NEWS truly is the best gift of all.
Our memory verse is,
“Go and make
Sunday Morning
disciples of all
Volunteers
nations.”
Needed
Matthew 28:19.

If you can help, please contact
Carrie Trotter at 770-617-7589 or
email fbccorneliachildren@gmail.com

of fun! We have learned about the T
people in Indonesia. We learned about
a church in North Carolina that supports
the T people by sending missionaries and
monetary support. We always pray for
the missionaries and churches around the world that are
working to share the Good News. In April we will be learning more about prayer and how we can use the acronym
ACTS: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, & Supplication
to guide our prayer time.

Thank You to everyone who donated Easter
eggs & candy for our Easter egg hunt.

April 4 - SPRING BREAK -NO Wednesday night
children’s programs.

NO Family Breakfast
1st Su nd ay

in April

Future Events: (Mark your calendar)
May 6: 1st

Su nd ay

Family

Breakfast

& Children’s Sabbath
May 23:

Recognition
Service

June 18-22:

VBS
/
Get AMPED
ABOUT SUMMER WITH US!
In an effort to provide the highest quality summer
program for our children, we have decided to combine
MOSAIC Arts Camp & VBS this summer.
The dates are June 18-22 and will be called MOSAIC Arts
Camp. We will offer the same great arts experience while
adding biblical teaching, and will extend the program
to our preschool age friends. We need ALL church
members to be a part of this awesome experience.
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All Inclusive, Intentional worship
Continued from page 1

Our Floral
Cross

One of the enduring traditions
at First Baptist Church is the
raising of three crosses on the
front lawn, highlighted by the
decoration of the center cross
with fresh flowers on Easter
Sunday. Please assist the Floral
and Decorating Committee by
bringing freshly-cut flowers
when you come to Sunday
School on Easter morning. The
beauty of the Floral Cross will
add greatly to the Resurrection
Day observance.

Stewardship
“True giving is not an economic exchange; it is a generative
act. It does not subtract from what we have; it multiplies the
effect we have in the world.”
Ken Nerburn
When it comes to generosity, too often we look at what we
have from a view of scarcity. “I cannot give,” we think, “because
then, I won’t have enough.” Like the manager in the Parable of
the Talents, we feel we need to protect the money we have. By
protecting it, we hold it back from being invested and multiplied.
When we decide to be generous, we experience a profound
biblical truth: generosity is contagious. When we are generous, it
creates an experience that leaves both the giver and the receiver
different than they were. The other managers in the Parable of the
Talents learned that when they gave, God multiplied their gifts.
This month, what steps can you take to be a more generous
giver? Make an effort to give and see how God multiplies it!

MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL STATEMENT
RECEIPTS:
EXPENSES:
NET:

FEBRUARY 28,2018
FEBRUARY
$42,062.80
$44,943.02
($2,880.22)

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE SUNDAY SCHOOL
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE WORSHIP

YTD
$67,206.80
$80,220.31
($13,013.51)
95
129

sanctuary. I loved being on the platform that
morning watching Sally direct. I felt as if God
created her for that very moment. Everyone
worshipping that Sunday felt it too. Many
people said – “This was the best cantata ever.”
While we have had some excellent cantatas in
the past, I have realized we were responding
less to the music and more to God’s Spirit that
the choir set loose among us as they sang. It
was truly extraordinary.
As Sally moves back into the choir, let me invite
you to write a note of thanks to Sally for her
leadership and ministry. Take time to speak and
say thank you.
Over the next month, we will focus on worship at
FBC. I will spend a couple of Sundays preaching
on why we worship and how we can worship
with our whole lives. At the same time, Randy
and I will spend time in prayer and discussion
about how we can bring more energy, passion
and intentionality into our worship each week.
We hope to reinvent worship each week so that
every Sunday feels like that Sunday in December.
It starts by being presence in worship regularly.
I hope to see on Easter Sunday and throughout
April.

Pastor Eric Spivey

SPECIAL GIFTS (FEBRUARY)
MEMORIALS:
Ministry Budget:
Hoyt Bryson, Henry Hardy, Greg Jenkins,
Effie Parham, Janet Parham, Carleen Ruark,
Helen Sikes

UNIFIED MISSION FUND

FEBRUARY 28,2018
FEBRUARY 		
YTD
BEGINNING BALANCE:.......... $31,062.45.................... $28,823.80
RECEIPTS:..................................$3,303.00 .....................$17,288.62
INVESTMENTS:........................($3,240.50) ...................($14,987.47)
ENDING BALANCE:..................$31,124.95 ......................$31,124.95

BENEVOLENCE FUND: FEBRUARY ,2018

Shared:..................$ 1,521.56

Clients:...................... 26
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 WEDNESDAY

Lock-UP
Jay Reed

April

SERVICE Reminders
1st

Patrol 
Jarvis McFarlin

 Ushers

Phil McClain,
Rick Barron,
Wade Hasty,
Dalton Sirmans,
Bill Tanneberger,
Dennis Tedder,
Robert Tyler,
Ed Vaughn
8th

Patrol 

Wade Hasty

 Ushers

Richard Whatley,
Grant Bentley,
Bill Chandler,
Steve Doran,
Brian Peek,
Chester Skelton,
Larry Whitfield
15th Patrol 
Ben Brooks
 Ushers

Jarvis McFarlin,
Herman Benfield,
Donald Crowe,
Wes Dodd,
David Elder,
Jack Irvin,
22nd Patrol 
Jay Reed

Sunday, April 1st Happy Easter

7:00am		
			
9:45am
10:55am

Sunrise Worship Service
Tower Mountain
Sunday School
Celebration Worship Service

Tuesday, April 3

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que

Wednesday, April 4-SPRING BREAK

nO REGULARLY SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

Sunday, April 8
		
8:00am Men's Ministry/FH
9:45am		 Sunday School
10:55am Worship

Tuesday, April 10

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que
		7: 00pm Book Club

Wednesday, April 11

5:15pm
5:55pm
6:00pm
			
6:15pm
		
7:30pm

Fellowship Meal (Reservations Required)
Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry
and Bible study
Adult Choir Practice

Friday, April 13
12:00pm

Prime Timers Senior A dult

Sunday, April 15

8:30am Deacon Ministry Meeting
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
Following Worship

Guest/New Member Lunche n

/ VBS Planning Meeting
Monday, April 16

Wednesday, April 18

5:15pm		
5:55pm
6:00pm
			
6:15pm
			
		
7:30pm

Fellowship Meal (Reservations Required)
Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
Life in Groups,
Prayer Ministry
and Bible study
Adult Choir Practice

Saturday, April 21

7:00am Kiwanis Pancake
		Breakfast
		8:30am NEGA Brotherhood
		 of Veterans & Patriots

Sunday, April 22

9:45am		 Sunday School
10:55am Worship
12:30pm Fellowship & Church Conference

Monday, April 23
11:00am

Tuesday, April 24

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que

Wednesday, April 25

5:15pm Fellowship Meal

		 Reservations Required

5:55pm
6:00pm
			
6:15pm
		
7:30pm

Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry
and Bible study
Adult Choir Practice

Sunday, April 29

Youth

9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
Sunday

11:00am Benfield Group
David Foster,
Tuesday, April 17
Jason Hughes,
		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que
Jack McMullan,
Richard McMullan,
DEACON OF THE WEEK – April
Mark Reed,
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Caleb Souther,
Lynna Gotsch Wade Hasty Don Higgins Sally Higgins Jason Hughes
James A. Stapleton III
706-778-4404 706-778-4613 706-778-6081 706-778-6081 706-499-5403
29th Patrol 
Ed Vaughn
Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals – April
 Ushers

 Ushers

David Bray,
Ben Brooks,
Jacob Trotter,
Wayne Worsham

4th
Spring Break
No Fellowship Meal

11th
Pork Loin, Pintos, Cole
Slaw, Cornbread, Dessert

18th
Chicken Pot Pie, Salad,
Rolls, Dessert

make reservations or cancellations at: www.fbccornelia.org

25th
Ham, Green Beans,
Mashed Potatoes, Salad,
Bread, Dessert
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Extending God's Grace

Welcome

dult
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New Members

This article is written to provide our senior adults with some encouragement for
their daily journey.
Senior adults have been called by God to provide a vital and honorable role
model for our families, our churches, and our communities. I stress the word
“called” because that word reminds us of the One to whom we are accountable
for every day we are privileged to live.
To respond to God’s call is to recognize and accept the wonderful truth that
we are brought into this world by the hand of the Father. Our existence day by
day is sustained by His inexhaustible love. I am constantly encouraged in my
own journey of faith by the senior members of our fellowship who have resolved
never to neglect their calling. As long as we have this attitude, God is honored
and you will never grow tired in your walk of faith.
Here is a reminder for those days when you burden seems heavy: your
physical self may show a few signs of wear and tear. That’s natural since
our bodies were never designed to go forever. But the great news is that God
designed you with His spirit, His image. That is your essence, the heart of who
you truly are.

Michael & Cheryl Parker

Joined by Transfer of Letter from
Temple Baptist Church on 2/25/2018

Eric Ramirez

Joined by request for Baptism on
3/11/2018

Your soul is never in decline. It is not subject to the ravages of aging. It is not
touched by any of the hardships of our worldly surroundings. Your soul is your
strength. Your soul is your source of daily joy and constant renewal.
To claim this truth and connect it to your call from the Lord Jesus Christ
means you begin each day with these questions: “Lord, how can you use me
today? Who can I minister to in Your name?”
You are a force for good in the Kingdom of God. Support one another.
Together we can make a difference! Our Lord is counting on us to be His
children on mission for good.

HERE IS A LOOK AHEAD!

Our next book discussion will be on April 9th at 10 a.m. in the Heritage
room. You do not need to make any preparation, but our topic will be drawn
from Bingham Hunter’s book The God Who Hears. Let’s share insight from our
own prayer life that morning. We always go to lunch together after our session.
Our PrimeTimers events will be a real highlight on April 13 from 12 noon
until 2 p.m. We are getting close to meeting my goal of 100 in attendance. Our
program will come from Billy Brooks, an Elvis tribute singer who travels far and
wide to perform his specialty. Tickets are $15 available through me. Call me at
706-768-4978(C) or 706-754-1876 (H)
At our meeting bring some much needed items to support Victory Home
and Nicaragua Missions. I will offer art that day to add to meet needed funds
for our Christmas Shoebox Ministry. All Art is sold by donations.
In May, I am encouraging us to have a meal together at Piedmont College
dining hall after worship on Sunday. The date will be set soon. More details
closer to the time.

David Turner

							

Brittany Jones

Joined by request for Baptism on
3/25/2018

April 2018:

Ministry Staff

April 15
Title: Come, Let Us Worship
Scripture: Psalm 95
Worship Elements:
•Faith Story: History Book

April 1 (Easter Day)
Title: Why are you Weeping?
Scripture: John 20:1-18
Worship Elements:
•Baptism Candidate processional
•Trumpet Player accompanying music
•Living Cross
April 8
Guest Preacher: Keith Ivey, Director of
Missions, Habersham Baptist Association
In 2007, after degrees from the
University of Georgia and New
Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary as well as 21 years of
service in local church ministry,
Keith Ivey became the director
of Georgia Mountain Resort
Ministries based in the Helen, GA area. Just
recently Keith became the Area Missionary
for the Northeast Area Missions Program.
Keith has been married to Amy for 29 years
and they are blessed with four wonderful
children – Jacob, Katharine, Laura, and John
Mark. They currently live in Cleveland.

April 22
Title: Let Christ Dwell in You
Scripture: Colossians 3:14-17
Worship Elements:
•Special Music: FBC
Gainesville Youth Handbell
Choir, directed by Steve
Coldiron

Youth

April 29 Sunday
Preacher: Rev. John Swindler
Worship Elements:
•Testimony of Sarah Harrison
•Special Music: HCHS Choir

First Baptist Church
Cornelia, Georgia

P.O. Box 96
Corner of Oak and Wyly Streets
Cornelia, GA 30531
Address Service Requested

<<Name>>
<<address 1>>
<<address2>>
<<city>>, <<state>>. <<zip>>

Dr. Eric T. Spivey, Senior Pastor
Rev. John Swindler,
Assoc. Pastor, Discipleship & Student Ministries
Rev. Randy LeBlanc,
Minister of Worship & Music
Mrs. Carrie Trotter,
Interim Minister of Children & Outreach
Jarvis McFarlin, Business Manager
Bobbie Foster, Organist
Mary Turner, Pianist

Ministry Assistants

Sheila Thomason, Finance
Bernice Widding, Publications
Office (706) 778-4412
Fax (706) 776-7776
PO Box 96 / 325 South Oak St.,
Cornelia, Georgia
www.fbccornelia.org
www.facebook.com/First.Baptist.Church.Cornelia

Good Tidings Editors:
Missions Page Editor: Helen Bryson
Discipleship Pages Editor:
Rev. John Swindler
Children's Discipleship:
Mrs. Carrie Trotter
Fellowship Page Editor: Bernice Widding
Community Page Editor: Dr. Eric Spivey

Non-Profit
Organization
Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cornelia, GA
Permit No. 6

