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Walking with Jesus
with

Pastor Eric Spivey

I am excited about the Work as
Worship Retreat scheduled for Friday,
February 23. This event is both for
our church and for our community. It
is designed to help all of us see our
whole lives as purposeful, missional,
and worshipful. This simulcast with
Christian Business speakers from around
the country will enable our church to
empower THE CHURCH to be Kingdom
agents in every aspect of our lives.
If you are a business owner or
manager, I hope that you will encourage
your employees to come.
If you
work alone, I hope you will come and
experience a community of fellow
followers standing with you. Make the
effort today to find time to attend this
powerful and meaningful event. To
help you get a sense of the purpose and
mission of the Work as Worship concept,
let me share with you the 8 tenets that
will guide our retreat on February 23.
1. God designed work before the Fall.
Like every other system and structure
(nature, family, government, etc.) on
the planet, God designed work to bring
Him glory. Work was given to us in the
Garden before the Fall. Humans have
corrupted many God-designed things for
selfish gain, but that doesn’t make them
less important to God.
2. We are called to a mission.
We don’t become Christians and
then instantly go to heaven. God has a
purpose for us on this earth. That calling
is to be on mission for God whether
we work at a church, school, software
company, bank, or in the home.
Continued on page 5

Schedule
8:00 am
Continental
Breakfast

8:30 am

Session 1

10:30 am

JOIN OTHER CHRISTIAN BUSINESS OWNERS,
CEOs & LEADERS WHO WANT THEIR FAITH TO
IMPACT THEIR WORK

$25 per person
(includes lunch)

Register online at: www.fbccornelia.org
Location: FBC Banquet Room

Break

10:50 am
Session 2

12:30 pm

Lunch
Break

1:30 pm

Session 3

3:30 pm

Retreat
Concludes
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A GAPE M i s s i o n s :
“I do all this for the sake of the gospel, so I may share its blessings.” I Corinthians 9: 22

FBC FOCUSES
MISSION
EFFORT
IN SANTA
EMILIA
“Walking by faith
and not by sight.” 11
Corinthians 5:7
Under the leadership of Rhett and Tammy Weaver, First
Baptist Church, Cornelia has sent Mission Teams to Matagalpa,
Nicaragua since 2006. Partnering with the First Baptist Church
there, we have developed a very meaningful relationship.
In 2014 a “Vision Team” working with Missionary
Ventures and FBC, Matagalpa prayerfully sought God’s will
about continuing the work already in progress, this included
Vacation Bible School, needed medical care, and building up
congregations
Beginning in 2015 we focused our work on the mountain
village of Santa Emilia. FBC, Matagalpa already had a vibrant
and growing mission congregation there. As we worked
together we realized one thing was necessary – a suitable
facility for this church family to worship. Because of your
giving the facility can be completed!
When our 2018 Mission Team goes in June we will worship
and provide a medical clinic in this completed church. This is
a testimony of our bond in Christ leading us to partner and
minister together.

GIVING TO MISSIONS IN 2017
Because of your faithful giving to the FBC Ministry
and Mission Budgets in 2017 the Mission Council paid
all the Anticipated Mission Investments, this includes
our Denominational Partners, First Baptist Missions,
Community Missions, our Local and Global Partnerships,
and Denominational Mission Offerings. Through the Mission
Grant Fund we gave eight Mission Grants. This included the
unforeseen divesting hurricanes and was distributed through
the Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief. Your Mission Council also
had enough funds to help complete the Santa Emilia Temple, a
mission church of our partner First Baptist Church, Matagalpa,
Nicaragua. The name of the congregation is Congregaccion
Ebenezer. In Nicaragua they always refer to the church
building as the “temple.”
At this time in history,so many churches do not sense the
need to work with other churches joined together to Advance
God’s Kingdom. We are grateful First Baptist, Cornelia has
the vision and foresight to joins with others as we become
“Laborers together with God.” I Corinthians 3:9.

God’s Kingdom

PARTNERSHIP OF FBC, CORNELIA & MATAGALPA,
NICARAGUA – 2018 MISSION TEAM SUPPLIES
“LOVING THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA AS GOD LOVES US!”
We need your help to provide adequate supplies
when our Mission Team goes in June.
We need:
New or gently used: Costume Jewelry, New Baseball
caps for men, New Wash Cloths, Hair Accessories for
Girls, Marbles for Boys, Crayons, Cloth Diapers and
Diaper Pins
Well marked containers will be placed in the church
copy room Wednesday, February 7 – February 28, 2018.
Do not leave items unattended in the halls.
Prayerfully support our Nicaragua Partnership &
Mission Team
						Helen Bryson

FBC

Men’s Ministry

Sunday, February 4th
at 8:00 am

JOIN US in Fellowship Hall for a hearty breakfast
with our guest speaker, Lauren "Bubba" McDonald,
Georgia Public Service Commissioner. And as
always, be sure to invite your spouse or a friend(s)!

Monday, February 26

in the FBC Fellowship Hall
Fellowship and Card Signing: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: 11:20 a.m.

“In Search of the Mountain of God:
The Discovery of the Real Mt. Sinai”
Authors:
Robert Cornuke with David Halbrook
Two international adventurer and explorers set
out in search of the biblical Mt. Sinai. In the
process they discovered not only their goal, but
their faith was strengthened by the evidence.
Presented by: Nolan Nix

A

G APE D i s c i p l e s h i p :

A WORD from Pastor John:
LIFE GROUPS are meeting every Wednesday night! We have
a women’s group led by Jennie Swindler and a men’s group
led by Jason Hughes. The groups will meet every week at 6:15
p.m. during the month of February except on February 14. On
February 14 everyone will take part in our Ash Wednesday
Service starting at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. If you have not
tried a LIFE GROUP, let this be the month that you try it out. It’s
a time of discussion and fellowship where you can get to know
people at a deeper level.
A WORD FROM PASTOR JOHN: EVERY DAY IS A GIFT. I have
been “hung up” on this phrase as we have entered into a new
year, and it is a phrase that I have often said to my children,
and continue to remind them of as life goes on. As we grow
as disciples of Jesus, it is a phrase that I hope all of you will
remember, too. None of us are promised tomorrow, and each
day we have opportunities to grow in our walk with the Lord
and to serve Him. One of the ways that I have been growing
lately is by listening to the teachings of Greg Laurie. Greg is the
pastor of Harvest Christian Fellowship in Riverside, California.
Here is something interesting I read about Greg recently: “In
2017, Greg Laurie organized a movement entitled “The Year
of Good News.” Multiple church leaders signed the letter he
penned to initiate the movement. One of the paragraphs of the
letter reads, “In a time of fake news, distracting news, divisive
news, disorderly news, and, sometimes, depressing news, we—
as Christians and as leaders—want to recommit ourselves to
making sure that the Good News of Jesus cuts through it all. We
call upon Christians in America to make 2017 "The Year of Good
News.”
Well, of course now 2017 is behind us, but I want to encourage
us to make 2018 THE YEAR OF GOOD NEWS here at FBC Cornelia!
God has some great things ahead of us this year, and I want to
encourage you to be a part of all that we have to offer and to
SHARE THE GOSPEL with the people in your life this year! EVERY
DAY we have the opportunity to encourage others, to pray for
and with others, and to share with others. Let’s not miss these
opportunities that God has given us, and let’s make this year
THE YEAR OF GOOD NEWS.
You can listen to Greg Laurie’s teaching by going to this website:
www.harvest.org/watch-and-listen. I would love to hear your
thoughts on his teaching.
WORK AS WORSHIP is coming FRIDAY FEBRUARY 23! I hope
many of you will plan to attend this great event being held here
at FBC in our Banquet Room. Be sure to read over the details
about this event elsewhere here in this month Good Tidings!
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Growing Disciples

Stewardship
Thanks to your generosity, First Baptist Cornelia
ended 2017 wonderfully. The church received
over $102,000 towards our Ministry Operating
Budget, the best month of giving this century. As
a result, our Ministry Operating Budget ended the
year in the positive.
In 2017, the church increased its giving by 5% to
our Ministry Operating Budget and 3.3% in total
(giving to both the operating budget and the Unified Mission Offering) over 2016. This giving aligns
perfectly with our 2018 budget.
This is a hallelujah moment. We could not have
accomplished it without your generosity. THANK
YOU!
As we begin 2018 we invite each of us to prayerful
budget a monthly tithe to our Ministry Operating
Budget and a monthly gift to our Unified Mission
Offering. Both of these efforts assist us in living
into the Great Commandments and living out the
Great Commission.

SPECIAL GIFTS (DECEMBER)
MEMORIALS:
Ministry Budget:
Jonathan Dalton, Vernon Norris, Janet Parham
Unified Missions:
Hoyt Bryson, Jodie Burton, John Crunkleton,
Jonathan Dalton, Jacque Dillard, Linda Doran,
Jonathan Duncan, Myrette Hough, Cliff Kimsey,
Janet Parham, Eva Shore, Don & Peggy Short
HONORARIA
Ministry Budget:
Jane Ferguson, Marlene Kuntz
Youth:
Jason Hughes, Janet Nix
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Growing Disciples

It’s February and
♥
LOVE
is in the air!

Join us for 1st Sunday Family
Breakfast on Sunday, February 4th.
You don’t have to be right on time - breakfast will be in
the banquet room from 9:30-10:30. Join us for food and
fellowship as we kick-off our new themes!
Wild about God!”

Parent Date Night!

Calling ALL parents
in need of a date night - mark your calendars,
February 9th 5:30-9 p.m. The youth, Mrs. Carrie, &
Pastor John are going to provide you with the gift of time!

Preschool

Our preschool theme this month is
“Sweet Shop” and we will be learning all about how Jesus
loves us! Jesus showed love to all people, and it’s the same
kind of love He has for you and me and every preschooler
that we get to teach each Sunday. We want our preschoolers
to grow up knowing that Jesus loves us all, no matter what,
and He will never stop loving us. Our memory verse is John
15:12, “Love each other as I have loved you.” (NIV)
Our elementary children will be
taking a second look at kindness
with our theme, Rewind Kindness. God was kind to us even
when we didn’t deserve it. Because of God’s great love for
us, we can be kind to everyone. Jesus personified kindness
in the way He lived and interacted with the people He met.
But, as we read the Gospels, we find that Jesus didn’t just
model kindness - He commanded it. By treating others the
way we want to be treated, we live out the way Jesus taught
us to live. Our memory verse is, “Do to others as you want
them to do to you.” Luke 6:31 (NIRV)

PARENT DATE NIGHT is coming February 9 here at

FBC and we need YOUTH to help take care of children
here that evening! YOUTH will be needed here from
5:00 pm until 9:00 pm. Sign up with Pastor John or
Carrie Trotter if you can help out, and PARENTS plan to
enjoy a night out with each other to celebrate an early
Valentine’s Day! YOUTH, THIS IS A GREAT WAY TO
SERVE THE PEOPLE OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY! Please
come and join us!

Wednesday Nights

IN FEBRUARY

we will continue our TRUE LOVE PROJECT study!
Here is what our schedule looks
like for this month:
February 7 – The Bible on Sex
February 14 – ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE IN SANCTUARY
February 21 – Your Heart Matters
February 28 – Purity From Within
We meet at 6:00 pm in THE WELL (3rd floor Family
Ministry Center). COME AND BRING A FRIEND!

Elementary

On Wednesday evenings
the fun and learning
continue. We have fun and hope you will join us from 6:00 7:15 p.m. We start together in the banquet room, then our
Big League and Little League split for music, missions, bible
stories, games, and memory verse! Come & bring a friend!

Wednesday evenings

Keep up with the Wild Kingdom Children’s Ministry on
Facebook @wkchildrensministry and on Instagram @
fbccorneliachildren

is coming March 9 – 11!
ALL YOUTH PLANNING TO GO MUST GIVE PASTOR
JOHN at $10 DEPOSIT ANY TIME DURING FEBRUARY.
Final balance of $65 will be due by
SUNDAY MARCH 4.
WHAT IS IT? It is a great time of worship and Bible study with
youth from several area churches held at The Woodlands
Camp in Cleveland, GA, about 30 minutes away. We will
also have time for the great recreation offerings of this
camp! Don’t miss it, and invite a friend to come with you.
The speaker this year will be Jeff Williams, pastor of The
Church at Southside near Athens, Georgia. Our theme will
focus on our LEGACY.

SUNDAY MORNINGS HERE AT FBC – Join us
for Bible study starting at 9:45 am! This month we will be
looking at JESUS AND RELATIONSHIPS! Thanks to Mary
Turner and Robert Gotsch for their faithfulness in teaching
our young people week after week!
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A PE W o r s h i p :

All Inc lusive, Intentional worship
Continued from page 1

With Great
Anticipation and Excitement
The Minister of Worship and Music
Search Committee
Invites you to a

CALL SUNDAY
February 25, 2018
On this Sunday, we will hear the testimony and
experience the worship leadership, and vote on a
prospective Minister of Worship & Music.
Details about the candidate and other get to
know you events will come in early February.

UNIFIED MISSION FUND

DECEMBER 31,2017
........................................................DECEMBER............................ YTD
BEGINNING BALANCE:................... $24,667.50.................... $22,872.48
RECEIPTS:.......................................... $8,225.00 ...................... $77,766.66
INVESTMENTS:................................ ($4,068.70) ....................($71,815.34)
ENDING BALANCE:.......................... $28,823.80 ......................$28,823.80

MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL STATEMENT
RECEIPTS:
EXPENSES:
NET:

DECEMBER 31,2017
DECEMBER
$102,629.00
$42,613.50
$60,015.50

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE SUNDAY SCHOOL
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE WORSHIP

YTD
$577,161.60
$564,344.00
$12,817..60
80
146

BENEVOLENCE FUND: DECEMBER ,2017
Shared:....................... $ $ 857.01

Clients:......................... 16

3. The Church is the people—not the building.
Every week the Church goes to work. We have to
stop compartmentalizing life into “spiritual activities”
and “work activities.” Church leaders and business
people must work together if we are truly going to see
millions of business people unleashed on mission for
God.
4. Work impacts our perspective of God.
Regardless of our age or position, everyone is
impacted directly by the workplace. Our attitude and
perspective on work bleeds into how we treat our
spouse, our kids, and ultimately our understanding of
God. If we work 45 hours per week for 45 weeks a year
for 45 years, that’s 91,125 hours spent at work. The
sheer amount of time we spend at work will impact
our view of life.
5. God uses work to impact communities.
In addition to providing a place to exercise our
individual calling, God uses business and work to serve
communities. Productive work affects other people.
God’s design for work isn’t simply that people will earn
a paycheck, but that society will benefit from healthy
business.
6. All of life can be worship.
Many people associate worship simply with music,
but it’s so much bigger. In every attitude, action, and
relationship we can demonstrate the worth that God
is due—that’s worship. In the context of work, we can
worship God in a variety of ways: through obeying
God’s command to steward His creation; through our
attitude, ethics, and excellence in our job; through
leveraging resources to generously serve those in
need; through sharing our faith with co-workers.
Ultimately all of our “work as worship” is for the
purpose of glorifying God and sharing Jesus in word
and deed with those who don’t know Him.
7. We don’t work to earn God’s favor.
In God’s economy, it’s not what you can do for God,
it’s what He does through you. The business culture
can be so performance-based that it’s tempting to
transfer that mind-set into our relationship with God.
8. Work as worship, but don’t worship work.
While we can worship through our work, we must
not worship our work. Our identity is not ultimately
in our job but in Christ. Our work is a God-given
opportunity to care for our families, fulfill our calling
and bring glory to God.
It’s going to be a great event. I hope to see you and
your friends on February 23.
				
			

I’ll see you Sunday
Pastor Eric
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P E Fellowship:

SERVICE
ReMiNDers
Wed. Lock-up/
February:

Caleb Souther

Feb. 4
Ushers:
Phil McClain,
Rick Barron,
Wade Hasty,
Nolan Nix,
Dalton Sirmans,
Bill Tanneberger,
Dennis Tedder,
Robert Tyler,
Ed Vaughn
Patrol:
Jack McMullan
Feb. 11
Ushers:
Richard Whatley,
Grant Bentley,
Bill Chandler,
Steve Doran,
Brian Peek,
Chester Skelton,
Larry Whitfield
Patrol:
Donald Crowe
Feb. 18
Ushers:
Jarvis McFarlin,
Herman Benfield,
Donald Crowe,
Wes Dodd,
David Elder,
Jack Irvin,
Patrol:
Grant Bentley
Feb. 25
Ushers:
David Foster,
Jason Hughes,
Jack McMullan,
Richard McMullan,
Mark Reed,
Caleb Souther,
James A. Stapleton III
Patrol:
Bob Tyler

P r ay i n g S p i r i t l e d Fam i ly o f F o l lo w e r s

FriDay, Feb. 2
12:00pm Senior A dult Ministry
FBC

Tuesday, Feb. 20

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que

Worship

9:45am Family Breakfast/FH
10:15am Small group & Bible Study
10:55am Corporate Family Worship

Tuesday, Feb. 6

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que

Wednesday, Feb. 7

		 Reservations Required

		5:30pm

5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH
6:00pm •Preschool/Children’s
		Ministries
			 •Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
6:15pm Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry
		 and Bible study
7:30pm Adult Choir Practice

		8:00am
		8:30am
10:30am
10:50am
12:30pm
		1:30pm
		3:30pm

Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry
and Bible study
Adult Choir Practice

Friday, Feb. 9

5:15pm Fellowship Meal

		 Reservations Required

Friday, Feb. 23
Work as Worship Simulcast Event

5:15pm Fellowship Meal

5:55pm
6:00pm
			
6:15pm
		
7:30pm

Wednesday, Feb. 21

S u nd a y

Sunday, Feb. 4
Family
8:00am		 Men's
		Ministry/FH

Continental Breakfast
Session 1
Break
Session 2
Lunch Break
Session 3
Retreat Concludes

Sunday, Feb. 25

Parent's Date Night

9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship

Sunday, Feb. 11

8:30am Deacon Ministry Meeting
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
		6:30pm

Monday, Feb. 19

Tuesday, Feb. 13

Wednesday, Feb. 28th

11:00am

Tuesday, Feb. 27

Worship Unplugge=D

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que

		7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que
		7: 00pm Book Club

Wednesday, Feb. 14

5:15pm Fellowship Meal

		 Reservations Required

5:55pm
6:00pm
		6:30pm
7:30pm

Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
Ash Wednesday Service
Adult Choir Practice

Sunday, Feb. 18

9:45am		 Sunday School
10:55am Worship

Monday, Feb. 19

11:00am Benfield Group

5:15pm Fellowship Meal

		 Reservations Required

5:55pm
6:00pm
			
6:15pm
		
7:30pm

Announcements & Prayer/FH
•Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry
and Bible study
Adult Choir Practice

DEACON OF THE WEEK

Feb. 4
Dustin Thomas
706-892-4777

Feb. 11
Donna Trotter
706-499-3528

Feb. 18
Larry Whitfield
706-499-9437

Feb. 25
Jimbo Stapleton
706-768-2152

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals

make reservations or cancellations at: www.fbccornelia.org
Feb. 7
Chili, Baked Potato
Salad, Cornbread
Brownies

Feb. 14
Chicken & Broccoli Alfredo
Salad, Garlic Bread
Red Velvet Cake

Feb. 21
Pork Loin, Steamed Cabbage
Corn , Rolls
Dessert

Feb. 28
Baked Chicken, Green Beans
Mashed Potatoes, Salad
Dessert

AGAP

E C o mm u n i t y :

Senior Adults: A Force For Good!

Once again I want to encourage all our senior adults
to realize there is only one qualification for being part
of our senior activities. Just stay around this planet of
ours until you are ready to join with others your age!
The serious part of that statement is that I really am
counting on you to "join " with me in building a strong
base for our seniors. God needs all our talents and
resources working together so we can offer the care
needed, the outreach demanded, and the fellowship
offered through our efforts. If I repeat my mission
among you often enough I am trusting you will come
to see yourself as part of this "force for good".
Here are the activities in front of us:
On February 2nd: PrimeTime Luncheon. Dr. Phil DeMore
will speak to us. A good meal and homemade desserts
await us. – 12 noon start time – Eight dollars for the meal–
We have invited some new guests to join us. During
February, we are collecting these items for our
Nicaragua Mission trip: cloth diapers (Walmart has
these), diaper pins, wash clothes, costume jewelry,
baseball caps, marbles, crayons, and girls hair
accessories. Bring them to our meeting or put them
in the boxes outside the office. We are expected to
play a major role in this great project. If you give me
cash, Mary and I will secure items for you. I plan to
take Valentine photos of all in attendance, and provide
prints to you at no cost. Dress as you wish.
Finally, February 12th will be our second PrimeTime
Book/Study Event. We will be exploring the Apostles
Creed together. No Preparation is necessary. We will
start at 10:00 am. We will end when we get hungry.
Those who wish to eat together will head to our lunch
spot. Call me if you have questions.
Thank you for the privilege of working with all of us.
					David Turner,
		 Senior Adult Coordinator
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Extending God's Grace
Dear First Baptist Church,
We would like to express our appreciation for all the
phone calls, cards, flowers and prayers received during
the passing of our beloved mother and grandmother,
Frances Boles. Thank you for the love and concern
shown to us during this time. We are so grateful to have
a caring church family.
				 Sincerely,
				
Phil & Evelyn McClain
				
Dustin & Leigh Thomas

Dear First Baptist Church,
Just Wanted to give a huge Thank you for all of your
prayers for our family. God is so Good. God had his
hands on Brenda again. We still have a ways to recover
but home and comfortable and mending now.
				
God Bless & Thank you,
				
Bruce Family
				
Mitchell & Brenda

Dear FBC Church Family,
Thank you all so much for all the prayers, cards and visits during my adventure on the other side of the stethoscope last week!
It's great to be a part of such a loving and caring church
family.
				
Love Rhett & Tammy

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and all you
concern during my illness.
				
In Christian Love,
				
Beth & Marvin Maney

January 2018:
February 4

February 14

Title: Worthy Worship
Scripture: Amos 5:18-27
Key Theme: Worthy Worship involves
our hands and our hearts.
February 11
Title: God’s Desire
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8
Key Theme: God desires our love, not
our religion

February 18– Lent 1
Title: “God Waited”
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Key Theme: God waits patiently for us.

Sunday Night, February 11th at 6:30pm

Worship Unplugge=D

Acoustic * Contemporary * Casual * All Ages
in the Banquet Room. Nursery Provided

February 25
Title: Abraham’s Faith
Scripture: Romans 4:13-25
Key Theme: Abraham’s faith invites us
into God’s promise.
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