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Walking with Jesus
with Pastor Eric Spivey

I’m not the biggest Star Wars nerd.  I love the movies, 
but I get lost in all of the back stories.  For example, I 
now know that the first Star Wars movie I saw in 1977 
is actually called Star Wars:  A New Hope.  I missed that!

In A New Hope, the Empire has gained power.  The last 
Jedi Knights live secluded lives hidden from the Empire.  
All seems lost across the Universe.  The Last Hope rests 
on the shoulders of teenage twins separated at birth:  
Princess Leia and Luke Skywalker.  The movie injects 
hope in all who watch these two live into their future.  

The Old Testament Book of Isaiah can be divided into 2 
sections.  Some scholars refer to First Isaiah and Second 
Isaiah.  The first 39 chapters of Isaiah are prophecies of 
destruction for a sinful and rebellious people.  “Ah, sinful 
nation, people laden with iniquity, offspring who do 
evil, children who deal corruptly, who have forsaken the 
Lord, who have despised the Holy One of Israel, who are 
utterly estranged!” (Is 1:4).  These prophecies, written 
to the People of Israel before their fall to Babylon in 586 
BC, calling them to return to God’s Covenant.  

In Chapter 40, though, something happens.  The mood 
and tone of the prophet changes.  Hope emerges.  
“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her.”  These 
prophecies are written to the People of Israel who live 
in exile in Babylon after the destruction of Jerusalem.  
God reminds them He has not forgotten His covenant 
with them.  

As we begin 2018 as a church family, I will be preaching 
from Isaiah 40 during the month of January.  The world 
is changing so rapidly that WE often feel in exile … in 
our own communities, our country and even in our skin.  
Yet, Isaiah reminds us … there is hope:  Hope for us as 
individuals.  Hope for our church.  And Hope for the 
church universal.  Thanks be to God!  

Hospitality and Outreach Ministry

In September and October I preached on hospitality 
and evangelism as ministries of our church.  As we start 
this year, I am looking for a few folks to join me as we 
seek to improve the guest experience in our facility and 
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UnplUggeWorship =D
Acoustic * Contemporary * Casual * All Ages
Sunday Night, January 7th at  6:30pm 

in the Banquet Room.  Nursery Provided
With the arrival of January, the nights get long and the 
Christmas lights get put away.  Put a little light in your 
January and join us for Worship Unplugged.  Come for 
the Worship, Stay for the Pickleball and Corn hole games.    

January 27th, 2018
Cataloochee Ski Resort,  Maggie Valley, NC

Join Pastor Eric on the snow at Cataloochee Ski 
Resort for our Church Family Ski Day.  Teenagers, 
families and friends are all invited.  It’s fun to 
spend time on the snow together.  We will carpool 
to the resort.  Email Pastor Eric @ espivey@
fbccornelia.org by 1/17 to reserve your spot or just 
to ask questions.  Here are the details:

Leave FBC @ 6:00 AM/Return @ 7 PM

Costs:

$50/Lift Ticket

$72/Lift Ticket + Rentals

$82/Lift ticket + Rentals + Ski Lesson

Rentals for helmets, bibs and jackets are also 
available.  

Sunday Sermon Series

SermonS   from Isaiah 40Hope

Ski
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AGAPE

God’s Kingdom
  dvancing

FBC

Men’s Ministry
Sunday, January 7th  

at 8:00 am

JOIN US in Fellowship Hall for a hearty 
breakfast with our guest speaker, Mr. 
John Howers, Victory Home, Chairman 
of the Board.  And as always, be sure to 
invite your spouse or a friend(s)!   

2018
Each of us will turn a page and begin a new chapter in our lives as 
we embark upon a new year.

We glance back at 2017 and remember happenings in our lives and 
realize there were events that brought changes - the graduation of 
a child, the last recital, the ball game we should have won, the birth 
of a new baby, and the loss of a loved one. We evaluate the things 
that consumed our time, energy and financial resources. We realize 
some things are worth the effort, others could be improved and it 
is best to eliminate some things. Our efforts could be best used in 
other areas. This is true in the church as well as our individual lives.

We fill in the things of which we are certain: The sun will rise and set 
as designed by our Creator, until He decides differently. Birthdays 
will come on the same date, but our age will advance, special 
dates are there such as Easter, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and we plan accordingly. We trust worship on Sunday 
will be among your top priorities. 

One thing most families plan for each year, that was unheard of 
until recently for most and is still true in most parts of the world 
,was “The Family Vacation.” With this in mind, Baptists work to 
help make this a more pleasant experience and to “ By all means, 
do this for the sake of the gospel, so others may share the story of 
the good news!” What better way or place to speak Good News  
than when people are “on vacation” and have time to relax.

This is Resort Ministries! We have two 
near where we live. Each are year round. 
They provide boundless opportunities for 
volunteers, mission teams, and churches 
to come and serve!

First Baptist supports these through our 
Georgia Baptist Mission Board in North Georgia and our Mission 
Grant Fund in the Smoky Mountains.

First Baptist provides opportunities 
serving in the church using every 
interest, talent and Spiritual Gifts, 
in the community and “into all the 
world!”

We invite you to join us on this 
journey together in 2018! 

 Happy and Joyous New Year  

 Helen Bryson
 

“I do all this for the sake of the gospel, so I may share its blessings.” I Corinthians 9: 22

MOnday, January 22, 2018
in the FBC Fellowship Hall

Fellowship and Card Signing: 11:00 a.m.

Lunch: 11:20 a.m.

Guest Speaker: Rev. Keith Ivey

Keith is our new Area Missionary. His 
education include: Bachelor of Science 
in Education, University of Georgia, 
Master of Divinity in Biblical Studies 
and Master of Theology – New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

His Ministries include: Minister of Youth, 
Missions Volunteer, Pastor, and Resort 
Ministries.

We welcome Keith to Habersham and 
First Baptist as he shares he vision in his 
new position. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
 I can’t believe it is already 2018, but it is.  With every new 
year comes new opportunities.  I want to encourage you 
to consider getting involved in a LIFEGrOuP this winter on 
Wednesday nights.  We will continue to have a women’s 
group led by Jennie Swindler, and a men’s group led by 
Jason Hughes. The groups meet at from 6:15 pm until 7:30 
pm.  The men meet in room 212 and the women meet in 
room 217.  You will get to know people on a deeper level 
as each person shares what God is doing in their lives.  The 
notes from Pastor Eric’s sermons on the previous Sunday 
are used as a starting point for discussion.  Here are some 
important words about discipleship that I came across 
recently by Ed Stetzer.

“Discipleship is not just a solo effort—though it takes 
personal action and engagement in spiritual disciplines. 
Discipleship is a group sport—best done in community!

God has given various gifts to the Church. Each person has 
something to offer and offering that is part of their growth 
and discipleship. Paul was constantly telling the early 
believers that the health of the whole body is impacted by 
how each one uses their God-given gifts.

There are no Lone Ranger Christians. (And even the Lone 
Ranger had Tonto.) We are responsible for and to each 
other. It has been said that the gift God gave you is not for 
you. Instead, it is to be shared with others.

When we truly believe that our actions will impact the 
spiritual development of others, it will change the way 
we live. We are responsible before God to be involved in 
discipleship—ours and others. Gifting brings even greater 
responsibility.”

I look forward to the opportunities we will all have in 
2018 to grow deeper in our walk with the Lord!  If you are 
not involved in Sunday morning Bible study, January is a 
GREAT time to start coming here at 9:45 am. INVITE YOUR 
FRIENDS to come with you to all that we have going on 
here at FBC Cornelia!

CAMP AGAPE 
ON THE ROAD 
Summer Missions Project

We will have an informational 
meeting for all parents, youth AND ANY 

INTERESTED ADULTS on Wednesday night January 17 
at 6:15 pm in THE WELL regarding our summer mission 
project to Miami, Florida.  Plans are to depart July 6 or 
7 and return on July 15.  Cost will be around $150 per 
person and is dependent on how many participate.  More 
details will be available by January 12.  We will be working 
with a group called TOUCHING MIAMI 
WITH LOVE.  Visit their website at  
www.touchingmiamiwithlove.org 
and pray about your involvement!  
GETTING INVOLVED IN WHAT GOD 
IS DOING ALL OVER THE WORLD IS A 
GREAT WAY TO GROW IN YOUR WALK 
WITH HIM!

A WORD from Pastor John:

FBC Committee & Ministry Team 
Orientation 

Sunday, January 21 5:00 pm 
Fellowship Hall

Supper will be provided 
Thanks for saying “yes!” to service at First Baptist Church.  
The committees and ministry teams are vital to the work 
and ministry of First Baptist Church!  Our annual January 
orientation meeting helps us start the year with purpose 
and focus.  If you are serving on a committee or ministry 
team in 2018, please make every effort to attend.   You 
matter!

The Book of 
Genesis

Pastor Eric’s Bible Study

Wednesday nights this winter
In the Fellowship Hall

StartS January 10tH, 2017
Pastor Eric will continue his Bible study on the theology 
found in the Book of Genesis.  We will start the year with 
the Birth of Isaac and make our way through the stories of 
Joseph.   Everyone is welcome!



January 17th - Important Parent Meeting
All youth and parents need to attend this meeting at 6:15 
pm in THE WELL (3rd floor Family Ministry Center).  

We will discuss 
plans for the 
summer as well 
as our upcoming 
TRUE LOVE WAITS 
project study for 
youth.  You will 
receive details 
in the mail and 
electronically prior 

to the meeting.  

ParEntS PLEaSE 
MaKE tHIS a 

PrIOrIty!
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yOutH GrOuP 
WILL RESUME ON JANUARY 10!  Come and join us at 6:00 
pm each week and bring a friend!

We will begin this study on Wednesday nights for youth 
starting on January 24!  Parents, please join us on Jan.17th 
for an informational session before we start this study with 
our youth.  Thanks to Danny and Linda Almond for helping 
with this study.

January  
14th will be 

Listen up for 
more about this all day event that MIGHT go into the 
evening as well!  (Parents, a reminder that there is no 
school for most of our students on Monday January 15!)

Youth 
FundaY Sunday!
Youth 
FundaY Sunday!

GraCE
January 7:  A Gracious God
January 14: Ultimate Grace
January 21: People of Grace

JESuS and rELatIOnSHIPS
January 28: Be Understanding

February 4: Playing Peacemaker

February 11: Dealing with a 
Difficult Relationship

February 18: Relationship Number 
One

February 25: TO BE ANNOUNCED

 
Sunday Mornings!

Happy 
New  
Year!

 I am happy to report that 
I will be staying as interim 
Children’s Minister through 

August. I have been richly blessed by my time in this role.  
There is no greater joy then seeing children learn about 
loving Jesus! Would you like to come and join us?  I am in 
need of monthly Sunday morning volunteers and a weekly 
Sunday School helper.  Mrs. Claire Tanneberger has 
decided to retire from teaching Sunday School.  I am so 
very thankful for the many years of faithful commitment 
to our children at FBC.  Please join me in celebrating and 
thanking her.   Would you be willing to commit to serving 
in our Wild Kingdom?  We are dedicated to creating an 
environment which inspires wild faith in the hearts of 
kingdom kids.   If you would like to help please contact me 
at 770-617-7589 or email fbccorneliachildren@gmail.com

The goal for our preschoolers this month is to learn that 
Jesus is the one to watch, because JESUS CAN DO ANY-
THING!  Each 
week we will 
be learning a 
story from the 
New Testament 
that was truly 
a WATCH THIS 
moment.  Our 
Memory Verse 
this month is: “WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.”  
MATTHEW 19:26

This month our elementary students will be learning 
about COMMITMENT: Making a Plan and Putting it into 
Practice. Growing in faith is not something that happens 
by simply cramming information about the Bible into a 
child’s brain. The knowledge in their head means noth-
ing if we don’t help kids experience what that knowledge 
can do in their heart. Our memory verse this month is 1 
Timothy 4:8, “Training the body has some value, but be-
ing Godly has value in every way. It promises help for the 
life you are now living and the life to come.”  

 Carrie Trotter  
 Interim Children’s Minister

F
ir

st
 B

aptist Church Cornelia

Children’s Ministry
Kingdom
Wild

growing 
kingdom kids that are 

 Wild about God!”

Youth  
newS

wednesday nights

Volunteers 
Needed

Sunday Morning

If you can help, please contact  
Carrie Trotter at 770-617-7589 or 
email fbccorneliachildren@gmail.com



SPECIaL  GIFtS (nOVEMBEr)
MEMORIALS:

Ministry Budget:  
Jodie Burton, Carleen Ruark, Frances Waters

Children’s Ministry:  
Jacque Dillard

unified Missions:  
Carl and Nancy Watson

Operation Christmas Child: 
Jodie Burton
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MInIStry BudGEt FInanCIaL StatEMEnt 
nOVEMBEr 30,2017

 NOVEMBER .................. YTD
RECEIPTS: ..........................$47,851.25  ................. $474,532.60
EXPENSES: .........................$42,187.06  .................$521,730.50 
NET: ................................... $5,664.19 ................... ($47,197.90)
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE SUNDAY SCHOOL  ..................... 94
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE WORSHIP.................................146

BEnEVOLEnCE Fund: nOVEMBEr
Shared: ................ $  1,055.14
Clients: .............................. 20

unIFIEd MISSIOn Fund
nOVEMBEr 30,2017

BEGINNING BALANCE: ............................NOVEMBER  YTD

   ..............................................................  $24,622.62 ......................  $22,872.48

RECEIPTS: ................................................... $6,857.52  ...................... $69,541.66 

INVESTMENTS: .........................................($6,812.64)  ....................($67,746.64) 

ENDING BALANCE: ................................... $24,667.50 .......................$24,667.50

Continued from page 1 

Pastor Eric Spivey

our worship services.  Our first impressions leave 
lasting marks.  We will also work on improving 
connecting and following up with our guests.  If 
you are interested in joining me in this important 
endeavor, contact me @ etspivey@gmail.com.  
We’ll meet once a month this winter and spring.  

FBC Staff update

I’m happy to report the work of our personnel 
search committees who have been at work this 
fall.  The Children’s Minister Search Committee 
in discussion with our Children’s Committee 
have asked Carrie Trotter to continue as our 
Interim Children’s Minister through August 
2018.  The committees believe that Carrie’s 
wonderful, solid ministry to our children and 
families will provide the stability our children’s 
ministry needs.

Our Minister of Worship and Music Search 
Committee has conducted several interviews 
during the month of December.  We will continue 
these interviews in January.  We are grateful that 
Sally Higgins will continue as our interim music 
minister until our position is filled.  

These are great days at First Baptist Cornelia 
filled with a New Hope!  Together, let’s wait with 
expectation for all God will be do among us and 
through us.  I’ll see you Sunday!  

On February 23, join thousands of business leaders across 
the country for a full 1-day seminar/retreat to hear from 
experts, be encouraged, and discuss how to connect your 
faith and work.

In order to communicate a complete and biblical 
picture of work and faith, we’ve defined eight 
tenets of the Work as Worship message.

1.God designed work before the Fall.

2.We are called to a mission.

3.The Church is the people — not the building.

4.Work impacts our perspective of God.

5.God uses work to impact communities.

6.All of life can be worship.

7.We don’t work to earn God’s favor.

8.Work as Worship, but don’t worship work.

Read More About These Tenets:  
https://www.workasworshipretreat.org
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SERVICE 
REMINDERS

JaN. 7
Ushers: 

Phil McClain,  
Rick Barron,  
Wade Hasty,

Nolan Nix,  
Dalton Sirmans,  
Bill Tanneberger, 
Dennis Tedder, 
Robert Tyler,  
Ed Vaughn

Patrol: 
 Jason Hughes
JaN. 14

Ushers: 
Richard Whatley,  

Grant Bentley,  
Bill Chandler, 
Steve Doran, 
Brian Peek,   

Chester Skelton,  
Larry Whitfield

Patrol: 
 Jarvis McFarlin

JaN. 21
Ushers:   

Jarvis McFarlin, 
Herman Benfield, 

Donald Crowe,  
Wes Dodd,  
David Elder,  
Jack Irvin,  
Patrol: 

 Mark Reed
JaN. 28

Ushers:  
David Foster, 

Jason Hughes, 
Jack McMullan, 

Richard McMullan,  
Mark Reed,  

Caleb Souther,  
James A. Stapleton III 

Patrol: 
 Chester Skelton

Wed. Lock-up/
JaNuary: 

Ed Vaughn

WEdnESday nIGHt FELLOWSHIP MEaLS
MAKE RESERVATIONS or CANCELLATIONS at: www.fbccornelia.org  
1/10  
Fried Chicken
BaKed Beans
Slaw, Rolls, Dessert

1/17
Ham, Sweet Potatoes
Lima Beans
Rolls, Dessert

1/24
Spaghetti
Salad, GarlicBread
Dessert

1/31
Chicken PotPie
green Beans, Salad, Rolls, 
Dessert

DEACON OF THE WEEK
JaN. 7

Dalton Sirmans
 (706)499-8692

JaN. 7
Caleb Souther
 (706)839-8254

JaN. 7
Jimmy Stapleton

706)778-8278
JaN. 7

Dennis Tedder
(678)617-3688

MOnday, January 1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday,  Jan.7tH
 8:00am  Men's Ministry/FH 

   9:45am Family Breakfast/FH 
10:15am Small group & Bible Study 
10:55am Corporate Family Worship

    6:30pm

MOnday, January 8tH
 10:00am Senior Adult Ministry  

  Book Discussion
tuESday,  Jan.9tH 
  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que 

 7:00pm Book Club/BR

WEdnESday,  Jan.10tH 
 5:15pm Fellowship Meal  
  Reservations Required 
 5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH 
 6:00pm  •Preschool/Children’s Ministries

   •Youth Ministry(3rd Floor) 
 6:15pm Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry  
  and Bible study 
 7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

Sunday,  Jan.14tH 
 8:30am Deacon Ministry 
 9:45am Sunday School 
10:55am Worship

MOnday,  Jan. 15tH
 11:00am BENFIELD GROUP
tuESday,  Jan.16tH 
  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que
WEdnESday,  Jan.17tH 

 5:15pm Fellowship Meal  
  Reservations Required 
 5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH 
 6:00pm  •Preschool/Children’s Ministries

   •Youth Ministry(3rd Floor) 
  Camp Agape On-The-Road meeting 
 6:15pm Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry  
  and Bible study 
 7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

Sunday,  Jan.21tH 
 9:45am Sunday School 
10:55am Worship

  5:00pm FBC Committee & Ministry  
  Team Orientation

MOnday,  Jan. 22tH
 11:00am 

tuESday,  Jan.23rd 
  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Stew & Que
WEdnESday,  Jan.24tH 

 5:15pm Fellowship Meal  
  Reservations Required 
 5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH 
 6:00pm  •Preschool/Children’s  
  Ministries

   •Youth Ministry(3rd Floor) 
 6:15pm Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry  
  and Bible study 
 7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

tHurSday,  Jan.25tH 
  5:00am Chamber Business After Hours
Saturday,  Jan.27tH 

  FaMILy SKI day
Sunday,  Jan.28tH 

 9:45am Sunday School 
10:55am Worship

tuESday,  Jan.30tH 
  7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

  /Stew & Que
WEdnESday,  Jan.31St 

 5:15pm Fellowship Meal  
  Reservations Required 
 5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH 
 6:00pm  •Preschool/Children’s  
  Ministries

   •Youth Ministry(3rd Floor) 
 6:15pm Life in Groups, Prayer Ministry  
  and Bible study 
 7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

UnplUggeWorship =D

Youth 
FundaY Sunday!
Youth 
FundaY Sunday!

Sunday 

Worship
Family

FBC
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Senior Adult
M i n i s t r y

TimersPrime
Senior Adults: A Force For Good!

 What do you as a senior member of our congregation 
have to offer this body of believers? When I reflect upon 
all the ways our seniors have enriched this community, I 
start to dream big for our fellowship. Most of you have 
your work days behind you, but you still have this world of 
acquired experience that God wants to use. You have the 
desire to utilize your talents, your particular skill set. My 
dream is to enable each of us to find places where we can 
contribute to the kingdom of God through the ministries 
of First Baptist Church. My challenge is to offer each of us 
avenues of service so you can feel needed and God's work 
can profit by your labors. Why don't you tell me what you 
would love to be involved doing and I will try to find ways to 
make it happen. I am on a mission: To channel the strength 
of our senior members into the needs of our church to 
community. You are a :force for good". Believe it. Prove it. 
Claim it.

 These are our upcoming planned activities for senior 
members:

 On Monday, January 8 at 10:00 am we will meet together 
for a discussion of the ideas presented by John Eldridge in 
his writings. You do not need to make preparation to enjoy 
this event, but you need to come with a willingness to enter 
into the exchange of ideas. After we finish, those who wish 
to do so will eat together locally. (Note the change in date. 
We found a schedule conflict on the other date.)

 On Friday, February 2, we will come together for our 
next Prime Timers meeting. Our time to start has been 
established at 12 noon to give everybody time to get here. 
A good program and meal are being planned. We had 
over 50 in attendance for our last meetings, so we need 
to challenges ourselves to exceed that number. Please sign 
up in the office or call me at 706-768-4978. Do not wait 
until the last minute. Plan now to join us by marking your 
calendar.

 I am looking for some of us to step forward for leadership 
roles on our council. I am crazy enough to believe I will hear 
from you as you consider working with me for this ministry 
to senior adults.

 Thanks to Ed Vaughn for his role as the communications 
whiz. Be A Force For Good.

   David Turner, 
  Senior Adult Coordinator

Dear Congregation,

 Thank you for hosting Thanksgiving dinner. 
The smoked turkey was phenominal.

 I was working all day (in retail). Thank you 
for giving me a break from cooking or fast food.

  Very truly yours,

  Cathryn Dixon

Dear Church Family,

 Thank you so much for the cards, prayers, and 
visits during my recent hospitalization.

   Sincerely,

   Larry Warren

Dear Eric,

 Please express our extreme gratitude to the 
members of FBC for allowing us the use of its 
tremendous facilities for our Toys for Kids project. 
We also appreciate the great contributions of Jarvis 
and Mrs Bea in helping with the set up and clean up.

 It was a great day! We estimate toys for around 
400 children were distributed. Please convey our 
great appreciation to the church

  Best reguards

  Wink Verdery

  Cornelia Kiwanis Club
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January 2018: 

January 7
 Title: Comfort 
 Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-5  
 Key Theme:  Hope begins with God’s 

Comfort 
Worship Elements:   Baby Dedication
 
January 14
 Title: Guide 
 Scripture: Isaiah 40:6-11 
 Key Theme: Hope follows God’s 

guidance.   
Worship Elements:  Confession and 

Pastoral prayer
 

January 21
 Title: Remember 
 Scripture: Isaiah 40:12-26 
 Key Theme: Hope remembers God 

always. 
Worship Elements:   Faith Story
  
January 28
 Title: Wait 
 Scripture: Isaiah 40:27-31 
 Key Theme: Hope waits on the Lord to 

Renew our Strength 
Worship Elements:   Mission Story
  

Sunday Sermon Series

SermonS   from Isaiah 40Hope
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