Good Tidings

Loving the world as God loves us.
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325 South Oak Street, Cornelia, GA / (706) 778-4412
AGAPE

Walking with Jesus

with Pastor Eric Spivey

Welcome to August!
There is something about the dead heat of
August that points us forward away from summer
anticipating the coming fall. Our busy days of
MOSAIC, AGAPE, and VBS have ended, vacations
are coming to an end, and the routines of school,
work, and life are becoming more stable.
This month, we will have a variety of endings, new
beginnings and changes happening around First
Baptist Cornelia. Let me catch you up on some of
these.
Wednesday Nights
Our staff has been working through the spring
and summer to strengthen our Wednesday night
ministries to help us grow as disciples of Jesus
serving our community and world. Here are a few
of the changes.
Church Family Suppers: Emi Evans and her
volunteer teams provide the best food for the best
price in town. To make the fellowship even stronger,
we will use our round tables in the fellowship hall.
Join us each Wednesday night from 5:15-6:15 for an
amazing meal with your church family. Cost: $6.00
for Adults; $4 for Children age 5 and up; $19 Family
Max. Reservations are required. (See details on page 6).
Adult Small Groups: Growing in community as a
church family takes getting to know each other. This
August, we are beginning LifeGroups on Wednesday
nights. These small groups are designed to help
men, women and couples to do life together as you
study God’s word. (See details on the front)
Prayer Ministry: Join our Prayer Ministry each
Wednesday night to pray specifically for individuals,
our church, community and world.
Large Group Bible Study: Each Wednesday Night
I will offer a Bible study or book study in the
Fellowship Hall. If small groups are not for you or
you come infrequently, stop by my Bible study for a
deeper look into God’s Word.
Continued on page 3
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Fall

Wednesday, August 16
at 6pm
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GOAL: To love the
world as God loves
us by creating a
sense of community
among
people….a
place where people
can LOVE the Lord
and each other more
effectively….a place where people can INVITE others to join
them as disciples….a place where they can FELLOWSHIP
together….and a place to EQUIP them to grow as disciples.

2 information sessions
you to find out more information:

will be offered for

• SUNDAY, AUGUST 20 at 9:45 am in the Banquet Room
• WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 at 6:15 pm in the Banquet Room.

(continued on page 7)

Church-Wide

Fellowship &
Church Conference
Sunday, August 27, 2017

After Worship in the Fellowship Hall
Bring Pot Luck meat, side or desert with enough to share
Includes:
• Get to know your church family
• Faith stories from Summer Ministries at FBC
• Celebration of Bobby Ivey’s Ministry
• Updates on Congregational Life and Ministry
Continued on page 3
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A GAPE M i s s i o n s :

God’s Kingdom

“Let us not show love in words only, but in truth and action.” I John 13:18

Back To School in
HABERSHAM

Back - to - School
Supplies
We will collect much needed school supplies for our
Partnership School – Cornelia Elementary
Well marked containers are already in the church office
for your donations Please bring no later than Noon, Wednesday, August 2 .
Do not leave supplies in the church hall.

Supplies requested:
Wide Rule Notebook
Paper
Spiral Back Notebooks
Glue Sticks
Crayons

Daily

Colored Pencils
Kleenex
Hand Sanitizer
(Large Size)

First Baptist Church & Cornelia
Elementary School Partnership

Over the last year, FBC Cornelia has partnered with Cornelia
Elementary School to meet the various needs of our students,
parents and teachers. In August, we will continue this
community ministry and will need your help

Open House
Wednesday, August 2, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Our Cornelia Elementary Mission Team will be giving out
supplies and providing Back-Packs for those in need.

PRAYER WALKS
Habersham County Schools

Thursday, August 3rd at 3:45 pm.

Dr. Eric Spivey, Coordinator
First Baptist Church is assigned to Cornelia
Elementary School at
140 Old Cleveland Road.
Join us in prayer for the safety of the children and school
administration during this school year. If you prefer to go to
another school, please check with that school for the correct
date and time.

READERS

prayer

If you would consider serving as a Reader
in a class room and would like details of what is expected,
please leave your name in the church office.

for Cornelia Elementary School

Gracious Lord, hear my prayer today:

Wednesday: Open the minds of the students and
calm their bodies as they listen and learn.

Monday,
August 28, 2017

Fellowship & Card Signing: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: 11:20 a.m.
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Tuesday: Give wisdom to the school administrators
as they handle the challenges of this day.
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Monday: Provide security for the children where
English is their second language.

u

Give rest to the students and teachers as
they prepare for a week of learning.

Ro

Sunday:

The Road To Freedom

Author: Catherine Clinton
Presented by: Marlene Kuntz

Thursday: Give grace to the teachers as they practice
grace in their classrooms.
Friday:

Offer guidance to parents as they teach
their children character and faith.

Saturday: Give value to all the employees of the
school for the good work they do each day.

OCC Tip:

As the Operation
Christmas Child season gets started,
NOW is a great time to stock up on
school supply items for boxes.
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G APE D i s c i p l e s h i p :
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Growing Disciples

Continued from page 1

Wild Kingdom Children’s Ministry: We will offer a new take on our
traditional Missions and MOSAIC for our preschool and elementary
students. These classes in the arts, recreation and missions will help
our children see how God can use their unique gifts to serve the
world. (Details at our Kick-off)
Youth Ministry: Our youth ministry includes worship, Bible study and
small groups each night. This year, the youth ministry will be adding a
variety of mission projects each month to this rotation.

5:15 – 6:00: Church Family Supper
			
(Fellowship Hall)
5:55:
		

Announcements, Birthdays, and 		
Prayer Needs (Fellowship Hall)

6:00:
		
		

Begin Preschool/Children’s Ministries
and Youth Ministry (Youth Room is
on the 3rd Floor)

At the same time, our church leadership teams are working to provide
a good transition as these staff members leave.

6:15
		

Adult LifeGroups, Prayer Ministry
and Bible study begins

The first priority of our personnel committee has been to secure
interim ministers for these two positions. We have already had
conversations with individuals about these positions and will
announce these individuals as soon as possible.

7:30

Sanctuary Choir Practice Begins

Personnel
As I mentioned in our July Good Tidings, Amber’s last Sunday will be
on August 6th and Bobby’s will be on August 27th. We will take time
on both of these Sundays to say goodbye.

After we secure interim staff ministers, the personnel committee (per
our personnel manual) will begin examining the position descriptions
and searching for individuals to serve our church. Because we have
two positions open at the same time, our personnel committee will
divide into two teams to look for each position. The committee has
also asked two individuals from each ministry area to serve on these
search teams.
Rhett Weaver and Spencer Carr will lead the search for the children’s
minister. Donna Trotter and Evelyn McClain will lead the search for
the worship and music minister. If you have any questions about
these positions, please feel free to contact the personnel committee,
your deacon or me!
Church Celebration and Conference
Finally, on Sunday, August 27 after church we will try something
fun and new to help us grow as a church family as we celebrate
the ministry and work of the church. A Baptist church is led by the
congregation. The congregation is the guiding force of who we are
and what we do. So, each quarter, our congregation gathers to do the
work of the church. We call this our church conference.
In August, we are throwing a Pot Luck party as we celebrate and
do the church business. Everyone is invited to bring a entrée, side
or dessert to share with the church. We’ll have lunch together in
the fellowship hall. Then, we’ll hear faith stories from the summer
ministries, celebrate Bobby Ivey as he says goodbye, listen to the state
of our church, and if needed do a little congregation decision making.
Families of all sizes and ages are invited to join us. I hope you’ll come.
See – August does bring a load of new opportunities. It is a great time
to be part of our church. I hope to see you Sunday!

Pastor Eric Spivey

Deacon Nomination
& Election
Have you submitted a deacon
nomination yet? As you consider
men and women to serve as deacons
consider this. Deacon nominees should
demonstrate a life of spiritual commitment
and maturity, measure up against the
biblical qualifications for a deacon (1 Tim.
3:8-13) and be committed to the church,
its mission, and its doctrine. The office of
Deacon is one of sympathy, witness, service
and caring for the members and friends
of the congregation. Deacons minister to
those in need, the sick and the troubled.
They should be of high spiritual character,
of sound judgment, honest and warm.

Please submit
nominations to the
church office by Sunday,
August 6.
Election of our deacon slate will be
on Sunday, August 27.
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G A P E Discipleship:

God

is the
Children’s Ministry
all-powerful,
Creator of the universe.
There is no one else who has the position or
power of God. We can’t help but respond to
Him with respect.
When it comes to people, everyone is important
for two reasons: God made them in His image
and Jesus died for them. That’s why respect is
also a reflection of the character of Christ in
us. When we see people like Jesus sees them,
we can show everyone they matter to God.

Respect is a response to the
character of God.

WEEK 1
Bottom Line: Show respect to God because He’s
in charge of everything. Our respect begins and
ends with how we respond to the all-powerful
creator of the universe. Our respect for others
flows from how we understand God’s power
over the world.
WEEK 2
Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect
the people God made. We pray that kids will
start to see others like God sees them. All
people are created in God’s image and deserve
our respect not because of what they’ve done
or have but because of who they are.
WEEK 3
Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect
your parents. Showing respect to our parents
can be difficult, but it is something God wants
us to do. Since God put us in our families, we
pray that our kids will start to understand how
respecting their parents is related to how they
can show respect to God. And He can help us
respect them even when it’s difficult.
WEEK 4
Bottom Line: You respect God when you respect
the people He’s put in charge. We can’t only
respect people in charge because they have
earned our respect. We should show them
respect because God made them and God gave
them their authority.

Growing Disciples

YOUTH

news

6 pm Friday

to

1 pm Saturday

BACK-TO-SCHOOL LOCK-IN AUGUST 11th & 12th
$10 per youth

at Gracepoint!

Must be paid by Wednesday, August 9th.

CONCERT ROAD TRIP!

SUNDAY AUGUST 13th to see VERITAS

at
REHOBETH
BAPTIST
CHURCH, TUCKER GA (about
an hour from us).

For all youth and parents.
WE NEED DRIVERS! We will
depart FBC at 3 pm, eat an
early supper at Northlake
Mall, concert doors open at
5:30 pm. We will return by
9:00 pm! Concert is free, a
love offering will be received.
Everyone will need to bring
money for supper! CONTACT PASTOR JOHN TO GET ON THE
OFFICIAL LIST!
Here’s some info about VERITAS:

Driven by a passionate spiritual and musical message imparting faith,
hope, love and a commitment to ongoing musical excellence, five
piece vocal powerhouse Veritas brings a fresh, dynamic twist to the
contemporary classical genre which includes superstar groups such as
Il Divo, Il Volo, The Tenors (formerly The Canadian Tenors) and – by
extension – The Three Tenors whose success together started it all,
Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti.
Since their official debut concert in Albany, Georgia in September
2012, Veritas – with multi-talented members include Jeff Anderson
(first tenor), James Berrian (baritone), Andrew Goodwin (second tenor),
Jordan Johnson (first tenor) and Lucas Scott Lawrence (bass) – have
performed more than 200 shows everywhere from Washington, DC
and Atlanta to Colorado, Tennessee and Alaska.
For more information about VERITAS go to: http://veritasfive.com/bio
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A PE W o r s h i p : All Inclusive, Intentional worship
Music and Arts in Worship

The summer has been busy with camps and ministries. We had a wonderful week at MOSAIC Arts Camp! It was exciting to watch the boys
and girls learn how they can worship and praise our God through the
arts. The theme for the week was “Designed to Shine” and they most
definitely shined for Jesus! I want to thank all of our talented workers
who gave up a week of their time to share their incredible talents with
our campers. From youth to adults, we had an amazing week at MOSAIC
Arts Camp!
Camp Agape and VBS were also opportunities for our children to learn
and experience God’s love. All of these experiences included worship.
Through my 30+ years of working in music ministry, I have learned there
are many ways to worship besides our Sunday church services. Being
intentional to shine for Jesus every day is an important and meaningful
way to worship throughout the week.

Let’s continue to shine for Jesus in our worship and in our daily living.
Don’t underestimate your witness each day. We can be a light for Jesus
wherever we go. As the familiar song says,
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.

The Faith Quilters Ministry was formed for
the purpose of making quilts for children
and young adults in crisis situations.
Throughout the quilt-making process we
pray for the physical and spiritual needs of
the recipients. In this way, we wrap them
in our love and prayers.
Leader: Patsy Vaughn	Room: 219
Beginners and advanced quilters and
sewers are invited to help this ministry
create beautiful prayer quilts for our
community.

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!
Blessings,
Bobby

Dear Friends,
We want to thank you for letting us be a part of the wonderful service
honoring our veterans and remembering the three who lost their lives
defending us.
Your entire congregation was so welcoming we thank you–It made me
proud to have grown up in that church!
The choir was great and their rendition of "Blades of Grass and Pure
White Stones" was so moving–I just wish my parents could have been there!
They would have been so proud.
Thank you!!		
Bill & Linda Kimsey

MINISTRY BUDGET FINANCIAL STATEMENT–JUNE 30, 2017
June	YTD
RECEIPTS:..................................................$35,655.89 ...... $252,679.22
EXPENSES:................................................ $46,645.04 ...... $301,732.76
NET:..........................................................($10,989.15)....... ($49,053.54)
CASH FUNDS (UNDESIGNATED).................. $1,965.87
RESERVE FUNDS......................................$240,619.32
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE SUNDAY SCHOOL......... 87
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE WORSHIP................... 140

SPECIAL GIFTS (JUNE)
MEMORIALS:

Children’s Ministry:
Jack Boozer, Hoyt Bryson, Jonathan Dalton,
Jacque Dillard
Ministry Budget:
Hoyt Bryson, R.J. Norton, Carrie Parsons,
Betty Skelton
Unified Missions:
Hoyt Bryson, Betty Skelton
Building Fund: Betty Skelton
BENEVOLENCE FUND: JUNE ,2017
Shared:....................... $ 1,011.06
Clients:................................... 19

UNIFIED MISSION FUND
JUNE 30,2017
BEGINNING.........................JUNE.....................YTD	
BALANCE:.............. $32,450.50......$22,872.48
RECEIPTS:................ $5,915.00 .....$33,958.00
INVESTMENTS:........$(3,048.72) ...$(21,513.70)
ENDING BALANCE:.. $35,316.78 ..... $35,316.78
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P E Fellowship:

Tuesday, Aug. 1
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
/Stew & Que
Wednesday, Aug. 2
No Youth or Children's Activities
4:00pm Open House-Cornelia
Elementary
6:00pm • Prayer for Schools/BR
7:30pm Adult Choir Practice
Thursday, Aug. 3
3:45am Prayer Walk HabershamCornelia Elementary School
Sunday Aug. 6
FBC

Su nd ay

P ray i n g Sp i r i t l e d Fam i ly o f F o l lo w e r s

Sunday Aug. 13
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
12:30pm LifeGroups Leaders Meeting
3:00pm Leave for VERITAS Concert
9:00pm expected return
Tuesday, Aug. 15
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
/Stew & Que
Wednesday, Aug.16
ff
6:00pm Fall Kic o
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

2 4
3
1

Family

Worship

9:45 Breakfast
10:15 Small group and Bible
Study
Week
10:55 Corporate Family Worship
Tuesday, Aug. 8
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
/Stew & Que
7:00pm Book Club/BR
Wednesday, Aug.9
6:00pm Exploring the Christian Faith:
Conversations between
Denominations/BR
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice
Friday, Aug. 11-Saturday, Aug 12
Youth LOCK-IN

Week

Sunday Aug. 20
9:45am Sunday School
LifeGroup Info. Meeting/BR
10:55am Worship
5:00pm Deacon Leadership Meeting
Monday, Aug.21
11:00am Benfield Group
Tuesday, Aug. 22
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
/Stew & Que
Wednesday, Aug.23
5:15pm Fellowship Meals resume
Reservations Required
5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH
6:00pm •Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
6:15pm Life in Groups Info. Mtg, Prayer
Ministry and Bible study
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

Week

SERV ICE Reminders

Aug. 6
Ushers:
Phil McClain,
Rick Barron,
Wade Hasty,
Nolan Nix,
Dalton Sirmans,
Bill Tanneberger,
Dennis Tedder,
Robert Tyler,
Ed Vaughn
Patrol:
Jimbo Stapleton
Wed. Lockup/Aug:
Donald Crowe
Aug. 6
Peggy Boozer
(706)754-0804

Sunday Aug. 27
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
12:00pm Potluck Church Conference
Election of Deacon Slate
Monday, Aug.28
11:00am Round Table
Tuesday, Aug. 29
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
/Stew & Que
Wednesday, Aug.30
5:15pm Fellowship Meals resume
Reservations Required
5:55pm Announcements & Prayer/FH
6:00pm •Preschool/Children’s Ministries
•Youth Ministry(3rd Floor)
6:15pm Life in Groups Info. Mtg, Prayer
Ministry and Bible study
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

Aug. 13
Ushers:
Richard Whatley,
Grant Bentley,
Bill Chandler,
Steve Doran,
Brian Peek,
Chester Skelton,
Larry Whitfield
Patrol:
Jarvis McFarlin
Wed. Lockup/Aug:
Donald Crowe

Aug. 20
Ushers:
Jarvis McFarlin,
Herman Benfield,
Donald Crowe,
Wes Dodd,
Murphy Doran,
Terry Doran,
David Elder,
Jack Irvin,
Patrol:
Grant Bentley
Wed. Lockup/Aug:
Donald Crowe

DEACON OF THE WEEK

Aug. 13
Ben Brooks
(706) 768-7011

Aug. 20
Donald Crowe
(706)778-7578

Aug. 27
Ushers:
David Foster,
Jason Hughes,
Jack McMullan,
Richard McMullan,
Mark Reed,
Caleb Souther,
James A. Stapleton III
Patrol:
Richard Whatley
Wed. Lockup/Aug:
Donald Crowe

Week

Wednesday
WednesdayNight
Nights
Fellowship Meal

TheApril
meal5 prices are:

Adults: $6
Children Under Age 5: FREE
Children Age 5-12: $4
Family Reservation Max: $19.00

4 Week Reservations Plan:
Adults: $22.00 per month
Children Age 5-12: $14.00 a month
Family Max: $76 a month

5 Week Reservations Plan:
Adults $27.50 a month
Children Age 5 – 12: $17.50 a month
Family Max: $95 a month

Meal Reservations are
required
on a weekly or standing basis.
Reservations & Cancellations must

be received before noon
Tuesday. To make reservations
or cancellations, go to:
www.fbccornelia.org,

Wednesday Night Fellowship
meal Reservations
Aug. 27
Kathy Crowe
706)778-7578

(Toward the bottom of the home page)
or phone the church office.
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E C o mm u n i t y :
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E x t e n d i n g G o d ' s G rac e

A WORD from Pastor John:

Dear Friends,
Thank you for all the prayers and expressions
L – LOVE
of concerns for us at the death of our brother Bruce
I – INVITE
Maney.
F – FELLOWSHIP
E – EQUIP
In Christian Love,
Marvin and Beth Maney
GOAL: To love the world as God loves us by creating more of a sense of
community among people….a place where people can LOVE the Lord
and each other more effectively….a place where people can INVITE
others to join them as disciples….a place where they can FELLOWSHIP
together….and a place to EQUIP them to grow as disciples.

WHEN WILL WE MEET? Our goal is to begin 2 men’s groups, 2 women’s
groups, and a couple’s group that will meet here at FBC on Wednesday
nights beginning on August 30. Other meeting times might be possible,
but our primary meeting time will be on Wednesday evenings from
6:15 – 7:15 pm.
WHERE WILL WE MEET? We have several rooms at FBC that can be
used on Wednesday nights, and you can also choose to have some
meetings in homes.
HOW WILL THE GROUPS BE FORMED? We will have 2 information
sessions, one on Sunday morning August 20 and one on Wednesday
evening August 23. You can sign up at one of these intro sessions, and
you will know who is in your group before the first meeting on August
30. Groups need to be no larger than 8 people.
HOW LONG WILL THEY MEET TOGETHER? We will have 2 sessions
each year….Fall which will go from August 30 – November 15 (12 weeks)
and Winter which will go from January 10 - March 28 (12 weeks).
ARE THE GROUPS OPEN OR CLOSED? They will be open….the goal is
for these group to be way of discipleship AND a way of evangelism…..
to reach others with the Gospel.
WHAT WILL WE DISCUSS EACH WEEK? This is to be determined by your
group….if you want to use some sort of curriculum, we will help you
find one. Each group will be encouraged to use the previous Sunday’s
sermon as a discussion guide and/or anything the Lord is leading you to
discuss. Remember, the goal is to share life together, and to learn from
what God is doing in the lives of each group member.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
SUNDAY August 13 – Training lunch FOR GROUP LEADERS ONLY after
worship. We will meet for about an hour.
WEDNESDAY August 16 – FALL KICK OFF EVENT here at FBC. LIFE
GROUP LEADERS will be available to talk with those interested
SUNDAY August 20 – INTRO LIFE GROUP EXPERIENCE – 9:45 – 10:40
am – This will be for anyone to attend to find out more about small
groups
WEDNESDAY August 23 – INTRO LIFE GROUP EXPERIENCE – Same
format as August 20.
WEDNESDAY August 30 – LIFE GROUP MEETINGS will begin!

Dear First Baptist Church,
I would like to express my appreciation for all
the phone calls, cards and prayers received during
the passing of my sister, Barbara Sorensen of
Jacksonville, Florida.
Thank you for the love and concern shown to us
during this time.
We are blessed and grateful to have a caring
church family.
		
Sincerely,
		
Jarvis & Joyce McFarlin and family.
Dear First Baptist Church
Thank you for loving my family. You'll never
know just how much you all mean to us. Thank you
for supporting our growth in Jesus, no matter where
we are.
Thank you all for prayers, support, and lending
what you can for our new endeavor.
God's blessings to the entire congregation at FBC
Cornelia from the Smith family.
		
Always in our hearts,
		
Herman, Ginny, Tyler, 		
		
Julia and Joshua Smith

Congratulations
Lauren & Daniel
Terry

on the birth of their son

Jace Owen Terry
Born July 19th, 2017
weighing 6 lbs 8 oz
& 20 inches long.
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Ministry Staff

August 2017
August 6
FBC Su nd ay

Family

Worship
First Sunday Family Worship
Title: The Lone Ranger
Scripture: Colossians 1:28–2:3
Worship Elements
• Video Illustration
• "Children's Sermon and
Backpack dedication"
August 13
Title: Get Smart
Scripture: Joshua 1:8
Worship Elements
• Video Illustration
• Sunday School Faith Story

August 20
Title: Little House on the Prairie
Scripture: Luke 15:3-7
Worship Elements
• Video Illustration
• Small Group Ministry Invitation
August 27
Title: I Love Lucy
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Worship Elements
• Video Illustration
• Deacon Election
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