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The beginning of June always reminds me of my
call to pastor First Baptist Cornelia in 2010. In March
of that year, Marcia and I came to Cornelia for the
first time. In April, we introduced our daughters to
Habersham County. In May, the church called us to
serve as the 33rd pastor. In June, we arrived on the
field, excited and thrilled to be here in service and
ministry. I preached my first sermon on July 4th!
I still remember that moment when I first sat in the
chair in the pastor’s office. Here is part of my prayer
from my first day:
June 28, 2010, 9:00 am, Pastor’s Study, First Baptist
Church, Cornelia, Georgia
“O Lord, Thank you! I’m here today with the fullness
of Your affirmation and love. I feel your smile. Life will
be good here. Not always easy, but good. May the
lifelong lesson of trust you have walked me through
teach me how to lead others to trust you too! Give
me guidance each day as you form me into the pastor
and person you desire for me. Amen”
This prayer still guides me each day. Our 7 years
together have not always been easy, but they have
been good. We have witnessed the Spirit of God
at work. We have seen individuals accept and
follow Jesus. We have seen individuals and groups
commissioned and sent out into the world to advance
God’s Kingdom. We have grown as disciples of Jesus.
We have worshipped week after week experiencing
God together. We have deeply loved each other and
the world even when we were not that loveable.
As we begin the summer months, let me offer a
few tidbits of information about church life and
ministry.
• Pastor John Swindler was highlighted in worship on
April 30 for his 6 years of service to First Baptist
Cornelia. I hope you will let him know your
appreciation.
Continued on page 5
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Arts camp

Y e a rs

A unique creative experience for children
Rising 1st – 7th graders

June 19-23, 2017
8:45a.m.-12:20p.m.
This summer we are celebrating the 10th Anniversary
of MOSAIC Arts Camp. This unique arts intensive
summer camp gives rising 1st thru 7th grade students
an opportunity to learn about and explore their
interests in the visual and performing arts.

Classes Offered

Dance
Drawing
Vocal Music
Painting
Pottery

Storytelling
through Art
Quilting
Piano

God Rods
Drama
Art Projects by
Jan Walker

$25.00 Registration fee (includes all supplies)

Online registration and payment is available at:
www.fbccornelia.org and click MOSAIC Arts.

 Registration deadline June 7, 2017. 
 Space is limited 

Please register now to ensure your spot! For questions
call 706-778-4412 or email: mosaicartcamp@fbccornelia.
org.

We still need youth and adult
volunteers to assist with MOSAIC. If you can

volunteer to help, please contact Bobby Ivey, Amber
Miller, or Donna Trotter. Don’t miss out on being a part
of the 10th Anniversary of this wonderful summer camp.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
325 South Oak Street, Cornelia, GA
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A GAPE M i s s i o n s :
FBC Mission
partner
One of our key FBC Mission
partners in Matagalpa, Nicaragua,
is Brenda Rose, an American Missionary with Missionary Ventures.
Brenda coordinates our mission
team logistics from the time we arrive in Managua to the time we leave. Her medical expertise facilitates all of
the red tape we must maneuver to get our medical team and our medicine to
our clinics.
Along with organizing our team and many others,
Brenda runs a Re-Nutrition Center between Matagalpa and
Santa Emilia. This medical center receives extremely under
nourished children and works to bring them back to health.
Our mission team will visit the center on Sunday, June 4th.
Below is an update about the center:
"I always thought that when I turned 62 or 63 that I
would start to slow down in the ministry. I have a wonderful
family that is prepared to take over and they are doing lots
to help me. Well, God had other things in mind for me. Since
I had to make some changes at the center and clinic I had to
take over my new position as director.
We had a period of around 5 months that we didn’t
receive funding from an organization that has been helping
the center with a significant amount. Thanks to all of you
who answered the call to help the center keep moving
forward.
I want to share with you what Adriana is doing now.
This photo of Adriana was taken in March 2013. We weren’t sure that she
would make it. She could hardly walk and was severely malnourished. Slowly
but surely she recovered. Her mother got a job at the center washing clothes
and Adriana continued to improve. Now four years later she is a beautiful young
lady. She is in school and also studying English."
			

God’s Kingdom
prayer for
Santa Emilia, Nicaragua
Join us in praying each day of our
Nicaragua Mission Team, June 3-10:
God of justice and love, you exist and
thrive on the mountain sides of Santa
Emilia.

Hear our daily prayers for:
Saturday: The protection of our

team from Cornelia as they travel
to Matagalpa.

Sunday: Your glory to be praised

in word, song, prayer and service.

Monday: The logistics as our
medical and VBS teams set up.
Tuesday:

The neighbors and
friends who come to the clinic
today.

Wednesday: Our FBC Matagalpa
friends who serve beside us each
day

Thursday: Our translators who

allow us to communicate your love.

Friday: Rest for our team as they
play together.
Saturday: The transformation
of this community through the
investment of your Spirit in the
acts of service by so many different
people.
Amen.

Brenda Rose, Missionary

English Language Program
		In the month of April, the English language program, housed on the third floor of FBC, has
served 30 students and 22 children. Of the 22 children, seven are in the final stages of being prepared to successfully enter into public school. During the month, the students of Prof. Jarvis Crosby’s
ESOL class (Toccoa Falls College) visited to observe and teach a lesson to our students in preparation
for their going to the mission fields overseas to teach.
		We will be concluding this year’s program on May 25. The students and staff appreciate your support for the program over the years. The program has had a dramatic impact in the lives of students, children, and their families as they
are prepared to better serve God and their communities.
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Growing Disciples

A WORD from Pastor John:

Deacon Ministry

June is the month that we celebrate dad’s on Father’s Day June 18. Here
are some interesting facts about Father’s Day:
• According to Hallmark, Father's Day is the fourth-largest card-sending
occasion with 74 million cards given every year.
• Sonora Louise Smart Dodd of Spokane, Wash., is credited with starting
Father's Day after hearing a sermon on Mother's Day. Dodd wanted
to honor her father William Jackson Smart, a widower who raised six
children on his own. The first Father’s Day was held June 19, 1910.
•

In 1966, Lyndon B. Johnson, through an executive order,
designated the third Sunday in June as the official day to celebrate
Father’s Day. However, it wasn’t until 1972, during the Nixon
administration, that Father’s Day was officially recognized as a national
holiday.

Now, for some theological thoughts from me and from the Scriptures:
Dad’s can set, and SHOULD set, the spiritual temperature of the home.
We all know that sometimes this is not the case. One of my favorite
passages about the importance of fatherhood is this: Ephesians 6:1-4
"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your
father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise—
“so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the
earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up
in the training and instruction of the Lord.”
Dads, we have a HUGE responsibility given to us in this verse, to bring up
the children that God has given us in the training and instruction of the
Lord. Let me encourage you today to DO WHAT THE BIBLE INSTRUCTS US
TO DO! We are here to help you do this in many ways. Some examples:
Weekly Bible study to help YOU grow in your own walk with the Lord….
you can’t give your children what you don’t have! If you are not involved
in weekly Bible study, please join us here on Sunday mornings at 9:45
am. Monthly Men’s Ministry meetings, usually the first Sunday of the
month starting with breakfast at 8:00 am – Our June meeting will be
June 4. David Foster does an excellent job of bringing speakers that
always impact my life. If you have not been, come join us this month, (no
meetings in July and August). Pastor Eric and I are always available for
one on one time to help you grow in your walk with the Lord. Feel free
to give us a call and we will do what we can to help you be the spiritual
leader in your home that God has designed you to be. Let Father’s Day
2017 be a time where you make a fresh commitment to the Lord and to
your family to be a spiritual leader and to leave a LEGACY that will last for
generations to come!

June 7th

6:00 pm in the Gymnasium
Family Worship Experience
...Where Families worship Together– Preschoolers to Seniors
Contemporary worship designed to bring kids, families and adults together in
praise to our Lord. Ice Cream Sundae Party in the Banquet Room afterwards!

The deacons at FBC Cornelia serve two
important roles within our church family,
both connected to their biblical vocation
of service. (Did you know the word deacon
comes from the Greek verb for service?)
First, our deacons serve as pastoral
care ministers to the members of our
congregation. Each family is assigned to a
pair of deacons. In this role, our deacons
seek to serve you and your family in the joys
and challenges of your lives.
Secondly, our deacons serve as leaders
within the congregation. In this role,
our deacons bring all of our committees,
ministry teams and staff together to guide
our congregation to be the strongest
fellowship of followers of Jesus advancing
God’s Kingdom that we can be!
In both of these roles, our deacons seek to
serve you. Get to know who you deacon is.
If you forget, check out the deacon board in
the main hallway or call the church office.
Make contact with your deacon and express
your appreciation for their service. Finally,
let your deacon know how they can serve
you. If you have a question about the
church, contact your deacon. If you have
a specific need, but don’t know where to
turn, contact your deacon. We have a great
fellowship of deacon servants who are
ready to serve you, First Baptist Cornelia.

SPECIAL GIFTS (April)
MEMORIALS:

Children’s Ministry: Jack Boozer
Unified Missions: Jack Boozer
Benevolence: Jack Boozer
Ministry Budget: Jack Boozer, Greg
Jenkins
Youth: Mozelle Carlan
BENEVOLENCE FUND: APRIL ,2017
Shared:..........................$ 998.58
Clients:................................... 18
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Growing Disciples

Creativity
Children’s Ministry

is a reflection of the
character of God.

From the opening pages of Scripture, we encounter God’s
creativity in action. With words, "Let there be light",
the poem of creation unfolds as light gives way to time,
oceans and mountains form, galaxies are set in motion,
and the earth is filled with birds, fish, and every creature
imaginable. But God is not finished creating. God decided
that He wanted His image to populate the earth. He
created people in His image to take care and develop
His magnificent creation. Humans are unique in that
we reflect God in how we interact with each other and
the world around us. We may not form mountains and
oceans, but we create art and music, build cities, solve
problems, and innovate technology—all of which starts
with our God-given creativity.
Jesus showed us creativity in action.
When Jesus arrived on planet earth to fulfill God’s plan to
rescue humanity, that same creativity was evident in every
interaction we read throughout Scripture. Through stories,
Jesus could explain something difficult or confusing about
the Kingdom of God. With unconventional materials,
Jesus healed the sick and hurting. With the right question,
He could point to His disciples and the religious leaders
what is most important to God. Throughout His earthly
ministry, Jesus showed us the difference we can make in
the world through creativity.
We think it’s important for us to help our kids and families
discover more about Creativity—imagining what you
could do because you are made in God’s image.
In Psalm 139:14, we read, How you made me is amazing
and wonderful. I praise you for that (NIrV). Through this
Psalm, David acknowledges God’s continued provision for
his life. Being created in God’s image, means that we are
special compared to the rest of creation. We reflect God
in amazing and wonderful ways.
As we help kids discover more about God’s creativity, we
head to the beginning—Genesis—and learn more about
God’s creativity in the creation of the world.

YOUTH

news

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS THIS MONTH
June 7 – F/x Family Worship at 6:00 pm in the Banquet Room
At 7:00 pm, all youth will go out to eat together. Parents, we
will return to the church by 8:00 pm. Where we go eat will
be decided that evening after worship.
June 14 – NO ACTIVITES HERE DUE TO SUMMERSALT CAMP
June 21 – POOL PARTY AT PASTOR JOHN’S HOUSE (pool is
next door at Deanna Grinstead’s home). We will start at 5:00
p.m., have supper and Bible study, and be done by 8:00 p.m.
PLEASE NOTE: ALL SWIMSUITS MUST BE WASHED BEFORE
SWIMMING IN THE POOL. If you are unsure if they have been
washed before coming, then they will be washed at Pastor
John’s house before you can go swimming. This is due to a
wide spreading algea/fungus that is transmitted from pool
to pool.
June 28 – NO ACTIVITIES
OTHER BIG EVENTS IN JUNE
FRIDAY JUNE 9 – PARENT’S NIGHT OUT from 5:00 – 7:30 pm.
WE NEED ALL YOUTH TO BE HERE TO HELP MINISTER TO OUR
CHILDREN. PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US!
JUNE 12-16 – SUMMERSALT YOUTH CAMP AT WHITE OAK,
SC. Please call Pastor John to see if we have any spots
remaining. Cost is $200 for the week. THANK YOU to those
who have given to help our youth attend this great week of
spiritual growth!
JUNE 19-23 – MOSAIC ARTS CAMP. We need teen mentors
to help each day from 8:30 am until 1:00 pm. Contact Bobby
Ivey or Pastor John if you are interested in helping out.
OTHER NEWS
Interested in going with us to Six Flags on July 26? Please let
Pastor John know so that we can purchase advance tickets.
We need to know if you want to go sooner than later! Adults,
we need you to help drive. Please contact Pastor John if you
can help. Cost for the tickets: $45

Upcoming Events

June 9:

Contact Amber for
more details

July 9-14: VBS

Day

June 19-23:
Arts camp
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Parents
Night out

June 18:

Ce

June 4: Grandparents Day
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A PE W o r s h i p : All Inclusive, Intentional worship
Continued from page 1
Music and Arts in Worship

I love to learn scripture songs to help me hide God’s word in my
heart. An example is The Family Prayer Song we sang on Mother’s Day
and will sing again on Father’s Day.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15
It’s great to learn and share scriptures through singing songs.
Another favorite is "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my
path". Psalm 119:105. We should all work to memorize scripture on a
regular basis. Children often learn God’s Word through scripture songs.
I appreciate Tammy Ivey teaching our preschool kids songs that teach
them biblical truths. As they were learning about the Armor of God, she
taught them a song with movements to help them learn and remember
the different parts. If you ask the preschoolers, they can tell you about
the Armor of God! It’s amazing how much our children learn through
singing. We were blessed by their singing as they led us in worship last
month. Thank you to the workers in the Children’s Ministry who lead
and teach children about the love of God.
This month we are celebrating the 10th Anniversary of MOSAIC
Arts Camp June 19-23. We have talented instructors lined up for all
the classes, but we still need many adults and youth to assist and help
supervise the many children who will be attending. Please make yourself
available to assist with MOSAIC Arts Camp if you can volunteer. Contact
me, Amber Miller, or Donna Trotter if you can volunteer to help!

• This will be MOSAIC Arts Camp 10 year
Anniversary. I hope that your kids will
come, that you will find time to volunteer,
and that you will join me in thanking David
and Mary Turner for their leadership in the
creation of this camp.
• Offerings and Gifts:  Summer is traditionally
a down season for giving to the church.
Let me ask each family to consider an
additional gift to the church each month of
the summer as a gift to support our camps
and summer ministries.
• Vacation – I will be on vacation the last
week of June. I look forward to seeing you
after I return.
		

I’ll see you on Sunday,

Pastor Eric Spivey

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name, worship
the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. Psalm 29:1-2
Blessings,
Bobby

1st

Su nday

June 4th

Family

Worship
First Sunday of Each Month

9:45: Family Breakfast sponsored by the FBC Men’s Ministry
(Families with children and youth)
10:15 Small group sharing and Bible Study for Adults
Grandparent's Day and Bible study for children led by
our Youth & Youth Volunteers
10:55 Corporate Worship with the FBC Family

Surely, two of the most satisfying experiences in life must be those of being a grandchild or a grandparent.
-- Donald A. Norberg
Children are invited to bring their grandparents to Sunday School with them on Sunday
June 4 for a special Sunday to recognize our grandparents! Every family who brings a grandparent to Sunday School will have their names entered into a drawing to receive a special
prize awarded during the service! If your grandparents live out of town, don’t worry! This
is an excellent day to adopt a grandparent! If you are interested in adopting a grandparent
or (signing up to be adopted!) email Amber at amberelizabethmiller@gmail.com
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P E Fellowship:

Saturday, June 3
NICA MISSION TRIP

P r ay i n g S p i r i t l e d Fam i ly o f F o l lo w e r s

Wednesday, June 14
6:00pm Exploring the Christian Faith
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice

r
e b at

in

g

C el

Sunday, June 4–Grandparents Day
Sunday, June 18
8:00am Men’s Ministry
Day
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
9:45am Adult Sunday School
10:55am Worship
Tuesday, June 6
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast /Stew & 		 Monday, June 19–23
		Que
•
Tuesday Crew
Arts camp
2 0 07-2 01
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8:45a.m.-12:20p.m.
Wednesday, June 7
6:00pm (FX) Family Experience followed Wednesday, June 21
		 by an Ice Cream Sundae Fellowship
6:00pm Intentional Prayer Gathering:
7:00pm Adult Choir Practice
		
Prayers for Healing in Fellowship
		Hall
(or banquet room)
Friday, June 9

Parents
		 Night out

5:00pm

Sunday, June 11
8:30am Deacon Meeting
9:45am Adult Sunday School
10:55am Worship

Sunday, June 25
9:45am Sunday School
10:55am Worship
		 Guest Preacher
Monday, June 26
11:00am Round Table

Tuesday, June 27
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast /Stew &
		Que
•
Tuesday Crew
Tuesday, June 13
7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast /Stew & 		
Wednesday, June 28
		Que
6:00pm Intentional Prayer Gathering:
•
Tuesday Crew
		 Prayers for the Nations in
7:00pm Book Club
		 Fellowship Hall (or banquet room)
Monday, June 12
		
Youth at SummerSalt

SERV ICE Reminders

June 4
Ushers:
Phil McClain,
Rick Barron,
Wade Hasty,
Nolan Nix,
Dalton Sirmans,
Bill Tanneberger,
Dennis Tedder,
Robert Tyler,
Ed Vaughn
Patrol:
Terry/Murphy Doran
Wed. Lockup/June:
Ronnie Parham
June 4
Richard McMullan
(706) 778-6094

June 11
Ushers:
Richard Whatley,
Grant Bentley,
Bill Chandler,
Steve Doran,
Brian Peek,
Chester Skelton,
Larry Whitfield
Patrol:
Jason Hughes
Wed. Lockup/June:
Ronnie Parham

June 18
Ushers:
Jarvis McFarlin,
Herman Benfield,
Donald Crowe,
Wes Dodd,
Murphy Doran,
Terry Doran,
David Elder,
Jack Irvin,
Jared McFarlin
Patrol:
Jack McMullan
Wed. Lockup/June:
Ronnie Parham

DEACON OF THE WEEK

June 11
Alan NeSmith
(706) 778-1884

June 18
Brian Peek
(706) 968-2049

June 25
Ushers:
David Foster,
Jason Hughes,
Jack McMullan,
Richard McMullan,
Mark Reed,
Caleb Souther,
James A. Stapleton III
Patrol:
Grant Bentley
Wed. Lockup/June:
Ronnie Parham

June 25
Jay Reed
(706)499-9767

Wednesday Nights in June
June 7
FX Family Worship & Sundae Party
• 6:00 pm in the Gymnasium
• For the whole family – preschoolers to
Seniors
• Contemporary Worship designed to
bring kids, families and adults together in
praise to our Lord.
• Don’t forget … Stay for the Sundae Party
in the Banquet Room afterwards!
June 14
Exploring the Christian Faith:
Conversations between Denominations
• 6:00 pm in the Banquet Room
• Speaker: Rev. Teresa Franklin, Pastor
of Mount Hermon Presbyterian Church
Three times this summer, we will invite
pastors from local congregations to share
with us the story of their denomination.
This will be a great opportunity to explore
the breadth of the Christian faith expression
and better know our neighbors. Invite your
friends and come prepared to learn.
June 21
Intentional Prayer Gathering: Prayers
for Healing
• 6:00 pm in the in the Banquet Room
Led by the FBC Prayer Ministry, this
intentional prayer gathering will focus on
individuals and families in need of physical,
emotional, or spiritual healing. Individuals
in need of healing are welcomed to come
for prayer or to share their requests with our
prayer ministry.
June 28
Intentional Prayer Gathering: Prayers
for the Nation
• 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall (or banquet
room)
Led by the FBC Prayer Ministry, this
intentional prayer gathering will focus on
the leaders of our cities, state and nation.
Everyone is invited to come pray together as
we prepare to celebrate our nation’s 241st
year.

AGAP

E C o mm u n i t y : E x t e n d i n g
Welcome New Members

Maddie McMullan
Joined by baptism
on Easter 4/16/17

Ro

Nathan Dilday,
Tricia Hise &
Max Daniel
Nathan comes
by profession of faith and Tricia
by transfer of letter.
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Monday, June 26, 2017

Fellowship & Card Signing: 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: 11:20 a.m.

22

Prevent Child Abuse Habersham

Presented by: Jennifer Stein, Executive Director
Strengthening Families Trainer & Darkness to Light Facilitator

FBC

Men’s Ministry
June 4th at 8:00 am

COME JOIN US in Fellowship Hall for a hearty breakfast,
followed by a message fromKen Franklin, Chaplin for the
Habersham County Sherriff's Department.. All men of the
church are invited.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the cards, phone calls and prayers
during Jerry's recent surgery and recuperation. It means so
much to have such a caring church family.
		
Sincerely,
		
Jerry & Joanne Brown
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the cards, phone calls, prayers, food
and care upon Betty's passing. It is all greatly appreciated.
			Sincerely,
			 Chester Skelton
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God's Grace

Dear Friends,
In the last few weeks my family has experienced
immeasurable moments of God's love and grace through
his servants at First Baptist Church, Cornelia. You have
surrounded our family with encouragement and support
during Jack's illness and passing.
We are forever indebted to Pastor Eric Spivey and
David Turner for their caring ministry. We are grateful to
the musicians who shared their talent and made the memorial
service very special. Also, to the ladies of the Bereavement
Committee who prepared the meal, we express our sincere
appreciation.
And, to all of you our heart-felt thank you for your
many expressions of love which so touched us during this
difficult time in our lives. Your kindnesses will never be
forgotten.
		
With grateful hearts,
		
The Jack Boozer Family
Dear FBC,
We are very thank ful for the outpouring of love shown
towards our family during dad's illness and subsequent
memorial service. His church was very dear to him and he
loved his extended church family. A special thank you to all
involved with the memorial service–it was beautiful!
		
love,
		
Teri, Dave & Nessa Lewis

Dear Church Family,
God's hands have used you in up lifting and mighty ways
with your cards, calls and meals sent our way during this
ongoing journey with cancer and chemo. I believe with all my
heart it has made a difference in how we have been able to
handle all of this in a positive manner. We are overwhelmed
by your words of encouragement and your prayers and ask that
you please continue to pray for me as I go through 3 more chemo
treatments.
		
With Blessings & Love
		
Lisa & Jimmy Kimsey
Dear Church Family,
Words seem so inadequate to express my heartfelt
appreciation to all of my friends, family and Church family
for your prayers, your care, love, cards, phone calls, and the
other many helpful acts before, during and after my surgery.
Most of all, I thank God for His love and care to me, and for
each of you, and I pray His special blessings on each of you.
		
In Christian Love,
		
Jo Anne Roberts

June 2017
1st S u n d a

Ministry Staff

y

Family

Worship
June 4
Grandparent Focus
First Sunday Family Worship
Title: A Faith that Lives in You
Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:1-7
June 11
Title: Caring for God’s Family
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18
• Baby Dedication: Emma Souther

June 18

Day Sunday
Title: Who’s On Your Refrigerator?
Scripture: Proverbs 18:24
• Tacky Tie Sunday
• Baby Dedication:Ryan Schupp

•
June 25
Guest Preacher
• Deacon Faith Story
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